Seattle University School of Law

Seattle University School of Law Digital Commons

The Truth, Justice and Reconciliation
|. Core TJRC Related Documents Commission of Kenya

11-18-2011

Public Hearing Transcripts - Eastern - Meru - RTJRC18.11 (Meru
Municipal Council Hall) (Women'’s Hearing)

Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation Commission

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc-core

Recommended Citation
Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation Commission, "Public Hearing Transcripts - Eastern - Meru - RTJRC18.11

(Meru Municipal Council Hall) (Women'’s Hearing)" (2011). /. Core TJRC Related Documents. 29.
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc-core/29

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by the The Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission of
Kenya at Seattle University School of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in I. Core TJRC
Related Documents by an authorized administrator of Seattle University School of Law Digital Commons.


https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc-core
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc-core?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu%2Ftjrc-core%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/tjrc-core/29?utm_source=digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu%2Ftjrc-core%2F29&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ORAL SUBMISSIONSMADE TO THE TRUTH, JUSTICE AND
RECONCILIATON COMMISSION HELD ON FRIDAY, 18™
NOVEMBER, 2011 AT MERU MUNICIPAL HALL
(Women Public Megting)

PRESENT
Tecla Wanjala Namachanja - The Acting Chair, Kenya
Rebecca Mutuku - Gender Officer
(The Commission commenced at 10.20 a.m.)
(Opening Prayers)

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: | welcome our Commissioners. | would like themgreet you
before we can continue with our meeting.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): How are you, women?céfae in
while you were singing a very nice song. Tell us mheaning so that my sister,
Commissioner Chawatama, from Zambia, can understand

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: The meaning of the song is that the meeting is had it is good.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: This session of women is for them to say whatévey have to
say. Do not hide anything because those who werengpto help you have come.

Commissioner Chawatama: | greet you all, women! My name is Gertrude Chana.

| am a Zambian. | consider it a privilege to beeheith you today to discuss your issues
and children’s issues. | love justice. | am comeditto hear your experiences and to
ensure that the voice of the women is heard. ®asgl, share with us all those things that
have hurt you and you have been unhappy about. i$ras opportunity to for you to
offload them because as we say, when a woman theéllcommunity is ill. Having spent
over two years in Kenya, | am fully persuaded that the voice of women that will play

a very important role in bringing this nation tetage where it will experience peace and
reconciliation. So, please, do your part and wél sleeour part.

Thank you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, our Commissioners. Earlier on, | expgdi the
procedure of this sitting, but | have been toldtttlzere are women who cannot
understand Kiswabhili. 1 would like to repeat, satthve can be together and understand
each other.

First of all, | will ask you to switch off your phes, so that they do not ring as the
meeting is going on. As | said earlier, this dayspecifically for women. There are
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women who were here yesterday. They had to sledeiru, so that they could speak
today. This is your chance to speak.

As | explained earlier, the Truth, Justice and Red@mtion Commission is looking into
the issues of all the citizens of Kenya since welgdependence to 2008, and how the
citizens have been deprived of their rights. Weelisto any complaints that one may
have. The complaint could be about property whiah been grabbed, or somebody who
has been killed, or about a woman who was rapedglwar or any kind of violence, or
about any way in which a citizen may have beenidegrof his or her right.

This Commission looks into all those issues anckstigates them. The Commissioners
listen to the citizens, so that they can ultimatehte a report based on what they will
have heard and the expectations of the citizensif §ou want to speak, you raise your
hand.

| ask that you respect the persons who will be ldpgabecause whatever they will be
saying will be important to them. Even if you disag) with what they say, please, let us
respect the women who will be speaking and what Wik be saying. Do we understand

each other?

Women: Yes.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Let us start. | will give the first chance to aman who spent the
whole day here yesterday, and who slept here, iuMm® that she could speak today.

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: My names are Rosemary Karindu from a group whials not
able to come here. | am 60 years old. My problembisut land that | was given by the
clan on 21 May, 1986. From then, | started working on itwis a bit in the interior.
There were no people going there. | was not ablgotdo that land. So, | would send
people to go and work there. In 1993, | saw vebioh®ving towards that place; from the
main road, it is five kilometres. | worked on thahd up to 2006. From 2006, | started
giving people contracts to work on that land. Itsweell done. | planted miraa trees. |
also started planting maize and beans. | contifiaseding up to 2008.

In May, 2008, | found somebody cutting trees on laryd. When | investigated, | got

information and reported to the police. | hiredehicle. We went to that particular land.
We found that they had already cut the trees atititipm into timber, and they were

moving them into my neighbour’s land. The persowlas in charge ran away when he
saw us. We met the wife, whom we asked how thedingot into our neighbour’s land.

She told us that the owner of the land was thevam® had given them work to split the

timber. She gave me the name of the person.

That was when | took action and went to the padiegion, where | recorded a statement.
The police wrote a letter for me, which | took teetDistrict Lands Board. They were
asked by the police to inform them. That was whegalised that the land was not in my
name. Although | used to farm on it, it was regestein the name of one of the
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committee members of the clan. | was given one &oma the total acreage of eight.
They sub-divided the land amongst the members efcthmmittee. The secretary gave
one of the pieces a different number, which was 48®& portion of the other committee
member was given number 1566.

That was when | took action to find out why it wthat way. | was given a letter to take
to the lands office. | got a receipt and filed aea/Nhen the case started, they looked for
the chairman of the clan and came with him. Thesgerwho had land number 485
suggested that we withdraw the case, and that keeealy to give back the land to me.
The other committee member whose piece of landnuather 1566 said that he was just
looking after my land. He said that he did not wédm land to be taken away by
somebody else, and that he was also ready to gevébawk the land. He recorded a
statement and requested that | give him one acause of the work he had done on this
land.

I did not know his intention. So, | accepted. Thsecame to an end. When they went to
the District Lands Board, they changed what we &gited. Instead of withdrawing as
we had agreed, they insisted that it should rertfanway it was. The person who had
asked me to give him one acre said that | had dgegive the other person one acre.
After we were through with the case, | went to thend Adjudication Officer and
requested to be given back the number of my lam# Jecretary and the committee
member disappeared. Even their mobile numbers n@reesponding to our calls. They
had the intention of looking for a third person,tkat they could sell it to him, because
they realised that the land was fertile and big.

| was given some information by somebody and wheret them, they told me that they
would not give me this big land because | couldmahage it since | was disabled. They
told me: “We can take you somewhere else. We hasng/ou another number. You are
already on the map for the land.” That was in 200&d farmed on that land for a very
long time. They told the other person to file aecaBhe case went on and it was thrown
out. The land was to be given back to me. Theypgisared and refused to take the case
to the Minister.

When they went to the Minister, | was not awardidl not even know the procedure for
the case. | only got informed that the case wasgyon. | was told that | was not the
accused, and that they were not together with #regm who had filed the case. They
were accusing the secretary and a committee mersbehat they could take the land
back. So, they reported to the Minister. The hepdontinued. It was early this year, on
July 10". On 20™ July the case was deferred. The Minister was revetbut the DC was

there. The DC was representing the Minister andawer ensured that justice prevailed.

The proceedings were challenging what the DC hadecap with. In the first place, |
was not called as one of the witnesses. Durindgnéaging day, there were two people but
the questions they asked never appeared on thedre¢ahe proceedings. The third
person claimed that he had tilled the land and tleabad planted the banana and miraa
plants, and that he was just right. He also cantd his own witness, whose name |
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cannot remember. | do not even know them physicalgnly see their names on the
record of the proceedings.

I am requesting this Commission that even if it neesending CID officers to check on
what is planted there it should do so, because ther no banana plants or miraa plants
on myshamba. | only plant maize and beans. | realised thatRi@never ensured that
justice prevailed. He went to mghamba with three policemen. They never saw any
banana plants or miraa plants. | tilled this lafthaugh | was not really able to do it
myself. They only saw what | had planted and thazendhat | had planted. The
proceedings that came from the Minister, on thst foiage, challenged the DC. If this
Commission can go to that land it will see the peatings on page one challenging the
DC on what he did. Page six of the record of thec@edings is challenging the
committee members on what they said. The procesdhgw that the two committee
members were not in agreement with the third perdaaiso indicates that they wanted
to sell the land to him for Kshs40,000.

These people caused a lot of harm to me. Aftecéise was through, the land was given
to the third person by the DC. The committee mesarre showing me that they were
on my side. As we parted ways, they told me thay ttvould go for proceedings in
Nairobi, so that we could prosecute this person.

| am requesting this Commission to look at thisteral decided to take the case to court.
| asked for consent. | saw a lawyer who asked nmayoKshs40,000, so that he could file
my case. | did not have that kind of money. Cap.28¢s that where you have been
working is your place. So, these people do not ravight to claim ownership of the
land, because | have used the land for many years@body had raised any questions as
to how | had got it. | had also fenced that lanald @mobody had raised any questions
about it.

There is another person who is indicated in thecgedings, by the name of Chief
Fanancho. The persons who fenced my land werengtayihis home. He had never told
me that the land belonged to somebody else. Tiseamather person who had built a
house on that land, and nobody stopped her fromdibgithe house there. In 2008, the
two committee members decided to sell this lanthéathird person.

The truth about this land is that the secretaryh® clan and the committee member
belong to the same clan. | hired a vehicle whegy there taking me to that land. | paid
Kshs4,000 to the car owner. They then went batkémffice and registered the land in
their names. They realised that the land was éerfihat was why they registered it in
their names. | am, therefore, requesting this Casion to help me, so that | can take
this case to court.

Thank you.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Mama Rosemary, we emesorry for
what you have gone through concerning the landvtlagtgiven to you, but which is now
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being taken away. It is not justified. When you #aat this land was given to you by the
clan, what do you mean? Did the clan members owDitl the committee or the board
members call you and tell you: “This is now yourd&or what happened?

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: The clan was giving land to people. So, | went asked them
to give me a piece of land. When the committee thatly gave me the piece of land in
guestion. They also issued me with a certificatactvl have with me.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): When you took the tagke District
Lands Board, did the Board finalise the case irr yawour?

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: Since | was using this land, | did not know thathad
problems, or that it had been registered in theesaaof different people. | realised this
later, and that was the time | filed a case.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Can you explain whatmean by...

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: | have the receipt that was issued. When | wetiteooffice, |
was told that these were the people who were imgehaf that land. They wrote their
names on paper at the Lands Office. That was wheasl given a receipt, for which |
paid Kshs1,000. | have the receipt with me. | dokmow...

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Do you have the doctmen
Ms. Rosemary Karindu: Yes.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | am not able to geitWAR” means
in this document.

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: They told us that “AR”---(inaudible). They told ukat that
was the last stage of the process for us to benditle deeds.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): You said that at onetpo time, the
case was taken to the Minister. Who took the casled Minister, and to which Minister?

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: It was the third person who had bought this larainf the
committee members. That was the secretary to thenitbee who was also a committee
member of the committee of the clan. These argtheeedings of the case, and these
proceedings do not have the right information; eéfene, there was injustice. If you go to
the area, you will find that on this land there acebanana or miraa plants. | am still the
one who is tilling the land. | plant maize and Isanhhose are the crops | have been
planting on the same land. There is nobody whoekias stopped me from doing work on
the land.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja):---(inaudible) purchdsed from the
committee members?
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Ms. Rosemary Karindu: | heard about this in 2008, when trees were arhfthe land.

In the proceedings, they have lied because thagatet! that it was in...(inaudible) | was
paying somebody Kshs1,000 to cut down trees anddywhbad ever hindered me from
doing so. 2008 was the time when | realised thatethvas somebody who was already
working on the land.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Did you write a statanwith the
TIRC?

Ms. Rosemary Karindu: It was yesterday when | learnt about this Comraissirhat
was when | asked somebody how to go about it.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Make sure that youewaistatement
with the TIRC.

About us helping you to proceed with the case mrtgave do not have the capacity to do
that. But we shall get a statement from you plyseof all these documents to be part
of our record. | will encourage the TIRC staff haweconnect Mama Rosemary with
Edna of Kenya National Human Rights Commissiorsée how she can also assist. | do
not know whom | can give that responsibility hdsethat Gladys?

Mama Rosemary, this daughter of ours will ensua¢ she has informed the person who
comes from the Kenya National Human Rights CommissT hey are the people who are
helping to get justice on issues like the one yawehhere. Also, you can write a

statement with this Commission, so that it can ddsopart of the record which this

Commission is looking into.

Thank you very much.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you very much, Rosemary. | will show you flerson
who will assist you with the statement. There tave more women who are here who
wanted to speak. Allow them to speak right now beeathey were here for the whole
day yesterday. Since we already have the statesm@hase, summarize so that
everybody who wants to speak gets a chance.

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: My names are Magdalene Wangui Wambugu. |
am 50 years old. When the Truth, Justice and Rdéaian Commission (TJRC) came
to Meru, one woman who knew about my problem catted It was the chairlady of the
women group. | came and recorded a statement atpptoblems.

| sell some items and use the proceeds to educathitd. | used to sell bedcovers and
loose covers. | came to the municipal office to &éady that | was bringing loose covers
to, whose name is Kajuju. It was ofi B the year 2006. She had asked for loose covers
because she had visitors that Saturday. The Matoinl his car and left me in the office.
The watchman at the gate came and asked: “Havengbgotten the person you were
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looking for?” I told him: “I do not know which oftie she is in.” He told me: “Let me call
her for you.” He went upstairs and told me thaythere there writing some statements
in the office. He came back and told me that thag bkaid that | should give them ten
minutes. | sat there as he went back to the gataited for long and it was raining a lot.
| went outside and when he saw that | was leaviegyalked fast to me and told me:
“Let me call her again.” He went upstairs and sggelut of time while | was still waiting.
He came back and told me: “The Kajuju you wantedhe&s” | asked, “Have | made a
mistake?” He told me, “You will find out today.” Hemoked and drew knife. At the
reception there was a big table. He pushed me avaklhit by the table. He raped me
and from then | did not know where | was. He took paper bag and told me: “Leave
very fast. You are trash!” | took the paper and &f | cried. | am a widow and orphan
and have a lot of problems.

From there, | went to the Administration Police whkiere at the District Commissioner’s

office and told them what had happened to me. Toleyme: “Woman, we cannot leave

our premises. Just walk to the police station amd g report. The OCS will give you a

car and we will arrest that man” | walked slowlydagot to the station. | gave my report
and the police listened to me. | was given a veharid policeman. It was already getting
dark. | was told to wait in the vehicle so that than could not run away if he saw me.
When they got to the gate, they told the gatemeoptn and they were hesitant. When
they called the OCS again to ask whether they shbotak in, that is when it was

opened. He jumped over the fence and was arrestetieoroad. The mayor who was
there before called Kadae, came and said, “Didt lleave this woman here? What is the
problem?” | was asked, “Is this him?” | said, “Yé&sis him.” He had even changed his
jacket. He was arrested and | was taken to thermsteat the general hospital. They
cleaned me and took my bag again. | was given soedicine and injected, but | was

not treated rightly. From that time — 2006 — | haeatinued to have a lot of problems in
my body because of thinking about that problem.tBrscsay that my heart is big on one
side. | am taking a lot of drugs and tests. | wias #ld that | had Tuberculosis (TB). |

was tested again and found to be HIV positive.

(The witness broke down)

My elder son was in school studying medicine, Wtgrd got sick, he was not able to go
on well because he was concerned about me andimegsl Up to now, | have a lot of
problems. Even the other one did not go to scheohbse they were very affected. My
husband passed on in 1986 when he was 26 yearsl®ldied when | was pregnant with
the second born. | was married in Kirinyaga, biiew my husband passed on, | was
chased away. Since | was still young, they toldtsmgo and get married where | came
from. | am from Laikipia East, but | have brougiut mny children in Meru. Many of the
women here know me. | have educated my childrem &itlot of problems. | have
organizedharambees in churches but | have not been successful. liiviewn and | am
unable to buy food. When | remember what happeaeatd, it makes me very sad, but
God is with me. | know that it is not only me lmery many people are sick, but God is
with us. This was not my wish and | have not remedrr| decided to live with my
children as God wished. | am saved and | love God.
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All that | have said is true. Please, TIRC, havecpnen me and help me. Thank you
very much.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry, Mama Magdalene. We feel the pain that yeufeeling.
We are together with you and are very sorry.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Sorry, Mama Magdalemewhat you
have gone through. First of all, you lost your rargl when you were very young. But
thank you also for putting your children first. Thepe that you went through was an
unfortunate situation from the beast that did thatm just wondering whether he was
arrested and jailed. Would you know that?

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: He was jailed for seven years and given strokes of
the cane. But after that, there were some people wld me to go and investigate
whether that man was really in prison. | had beds that he left prison in 2010. He was
a young man then and | cannot remember him. Higenaas Robert Kinoti according to
the documents that he recorded. | have them righ¢ With me. | was told that he was
taken to Kamiti and he got employed in 2010. | dedito let it go because | would get
problems if | tried to chase him.

When | heard about the coming of TIRC, | askedallg of Maendeleo ya Wanawake
whether | could get some assistance. She told mmerte and my God was with me. That
was when | came to tell you about my problem.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): After that incident, ywere
psychologically affected definitely. Did you getygosychosocial support?

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: No. | did not get any assistance apart from some
medicine from the general hospital that | am gifa@rfree.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): You say that you stiffes from
medical complications. | heard you talking aboest complications.

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: Yes, | am HIV Positive and have a heart problem.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): What are the recomntiemgaof
doctors concerning your heart problem?

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: | have the tests that they took to show how my
heart is. The day before yesterday, my whole boay swollen and | was unable to walk.
The doctors said that | had a lot of fluid comingnh my heart. Every day | am supposed
to take some drugs in the morning because of mst peablem. Eating is also a problem
because my children are not able to provide. Theulavalso like to go on with their
education. | live in town and | am unable to paymnt. | have three sewing machines
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and since my husband passed on, | have made mméenémm those machines. | sew
some very good pieces but now my body continuggetaveak because of the thoughts.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Do you easily access-rAtrbviral
drugs?

Ms. Magdalene Wangui Wambugu: Yes. The ARVs are not a problem. My file is at the
general hospital and | receive them. That is nuioblem.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Sorry, Mama Magdalersnad his
Commission looks into long-term issues and refor8ts. | will be cheating you if | tell
you that we shall have remedies for, especiallijdmdn’s education and all that. Ours is
to listen to the cases, come up with the recomntemda and maybe, the
implementations can only come in a year or so dlftisr Commission finishes its work,
which is in May next year. But what we can do fauyis to immediately ask our
counsellors to talk to you, to see how you candsestéed psychologically. If you had any
recommendations concerning your heart — what nieelds done — maybe we could have
a way of linking you with our partners who have meglling to support, like AMREF,
just to see if there is any way they could helpt 8uce again, | am very sorry for what
happened to you. Do not feel shy for sharing imtfiraf these sons. These sons have been
with us from the time we started and have heamt afl problems. They are here just to
capture what people have gone through and so, uhdgrstand. They are part of the
TJRC and understand the problems that their mathsters and even grandparents have
gone through this far. Thank you for honouring thession to come and share your
painful story.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry again.

Ms. Rhoda Njiru: My name is Rhoda Njiru Muguika. | come from Gikureetchaure
Sub-location, Ntakira Location.

We voted on a Thursday and when we were through voting on Saturday, | visited
my child in Eldoret. | arrived there at around 9fh. and met them waiting for me. We
were happy and ate together. We woke up in the imgprand at around 9.00 a.m., we
saw many people coming. They were screaming anmdrmuhouses. My daughter told us
to get into the house because we were about toVdéeentered the house and locked
ourselves in. They came, broke the door and entditeely told us to undress. My child
was undressed and raped. | was also beaten aed. dawas told to go and dispose the
waste outside and come back. | decided not to dwawk and ran away. | ran away and
hid under a tree that had been cut down. | thenbadd on a short tree and looked back
where | came from. The place was still smokingsbaaw vehicles pass by on the road.
| decided to walk to the road and got into a cuhard hid there. | saw Army vehicles
and got out. They asked me: “Mad woman where didtgie your clothes?” | told them
that | was not a mad woman. | explained to them lthad run away and had been raped
and my clothes taken away. | told them that | redtirhy children there. One lady asked
me how they could assist me. | requested themki rtee to Nairobi where | could get a
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vehicle to Meru. | was given a net which | wrappeyself with and got into the vehicle.

| was told to sleep and that | would be woken upeowe reached Nairobi. When we
reached Nairobi, they bought me a skirt, a bladkiqmat and sweater. The lady bought
me cotton wool and underwear. She assisted mettoug of the vehicle and took me to
the bus station where vehicles going to Meru w&hey took the vehicle’s registration
number and instructed the crew to take me to myséothey took me up to my home.
My husband asked me why | had come back, yet Ittzaclled only the previous day. |
started crying. In the morning, we went to hospéiadl came back. | was told that Mama
Gacheke was burnt with her child in the churchaited crying and screaming and asked
myself what we could do. We went to Meru Town amdoimed the District
Commissioner about the issue. He instructed usotbagk home so that we could get
proper information. We came back the following @y found that the DC had already
made several calls to other DCs in that particatan, asking them what was happening.
But we never got any information. The DC helpedasgvrite a letter which | have, but
we did not get assistance. In the process, womempggave me money. Hon. Muriuki
also gave me Kshs 2, 000. Mama Joyce also gaveome soney. They asked: “If you
go there and find those children burnt, how wiluyecognize them?” | told them: “If she
was not burnt completely, on the left side thers aa extra toe that | would recognize.”
When we went there, there were many bodies tha¢ Wwarnt. | told them that if | saw
that toe, | would recognize her. They were so namy | could not jump over the bodies.
| stepped on quite a number of dead bodies. Wheddy was turned, | recognized the
toe. | fell down and asked them where the child. wags asked whether the child was a
boy or girl. The child was wearing a cloth withosp Some parts of the garment had
stuck on the body of the mother. | was able to gace the child because of the clothes
she had worn. We were not given any help there.t@beme to attend a meeting. That is
the time we came to the county. They really assiste and | realized there were people
standing by me. This is the fourth time for me tone. | was not sympathizing with
myself, but what really surprised me were my claitdl her child. That is why | said |
will never vote. That is why | voted for the new r@titution. If we had the new
Constitution, the dead bodies could have been Iwtohgre. Although | am crying the
love for a child, I am requesting you to remembex. Bhe left some children behind. |
am taking care of them. | have not built my housenty land. There is a piece of land
that was grabbed from us in Timau. | have no stretgdo anything.

Could you, please, look at my case and see hovegold help me?

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | know it is painfuly Bister, Joyce,
on behalf of the Commission, | would like to thayu so much for being there for,
Mama Rhoda, when she needed you most. When youn &@ch a situation, you need
somebody to stand by you because you get confusgg@u do not know what to do.
The fact that you were there for her, ours is jagiray to God that He may bless you and
our generations to come abundantly.

| want to find out the names of Mama Rhoda’s chitdl the grandchild. She could tell
you, so that you could tell us because she isvatifi emotions.

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: (Inaudible) (The interpreter was speaking away from the
microphone).

Meru Municipal Council Hall 10 Friday, 18" November, 2011



The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja) Could the HANSARD getdbrrection
of the names and the sex because the interprgtepkeeferring to her as “him” but she
is a female. Could Mama Rhoda confirm if the chuwsbh is talking about is the Kiambaa
Church in Eldoret?

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: It is the Kiambaa Church.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Could she also confifnthe
grandchild and the child were buried on the sitéhaf church?

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: Yes, they were buried on site.
The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Why were they not mft?

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: The time was too short and they had no transpbgy also felt like
they did not want to attend the burial.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Does she still feekdmae or given an
opportunity, she could still visit the graves?

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: No.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): It is understood. pasful. | think
Mama Rhoda struggled to get out of that place.d$ Wod’s will that she survived, so
that she is able to tell the tale of her dear deerghnd the grandchild. The way she
survived, to me, it was a miracle. But now | untemd why. It was not the will of God
that her dear ones just perish and go unnoticeel h&h escaped to tell what happened to
them. | want to tell Mama Rhoda that this Commissiewhile conducting hearings in
Eldoret managed to visit Kiambaa Church and prayedhe graves of the innocent
Kenyans who perished there. In the near futurblama Rhoda wishes to reach there to
put closure to the death of her child and her grhitd, let her link up with the
Commission. That is the immediate reparation wddcda for her; to facilitate her just to
go and see where the dear ones were laid. Accotdirtge African culture, it is very
important to see where your dear one was put tamesder to put it to a closure. Even if
some of them were mass graves, but | would enceutey to seek psychological
healing. After the pain is relieved, she could geré to see those graves. Please, Joyce,
also find out for me if Mama Rhoda recorded a stet& with us.

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: Yes, she recorded a statement and now she isgetie that we
could go there to see the grave.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Gladys, note that,sglebalso realize

that Mama Rhoda is in charge of the Psycho Socipp&rt. Our team, please, see how
you could help her while you are here. We alsothatsout the struggle, concerning how
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she is struggling to bring up the children thatevieft behind. That is also noted. Thank
you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: | know we have started to touch on the injury gad that you
suffered. We ask God to help us, so that you cbaotia way of healing because healing
comes from God. | would like to give a chance is thoman.

Rev. Margaret Mukami: Thank you for giving me this chance. My name isv.Re

Margaret Mukami. | work with the Methodist ChurchdaKaaga Primary School for the

deaf. | am happy to be here today. | want to prefenissues that | came with, some of
which are positive and others are negative, whieHacing the deaf people in Meru.

We have a problem in some areas. | want the Gowarhito assist us to tackle some of
the issues. We have some positive areas and whaGtlivernment has done for the
people of this Meru region. | would like to starittvmy issues. On the area of CDF
money, this area has a positive aspect towardpdbple with disability because they
have provided school fees for most children who @oe accessing education. We
commend them for that. Without them, we could novenforward. So, we say thank you
to the CDF.

Also we thank the Government because they have dahbols for children with special
needs. These schools are many around here andhitdren are able to access education.
We have two schools around here which are Kaagadbébr the deaf and Meru School
for the Mentally Handicapped. That is the work loé tGovernment and we commend
them for that.

On the area of HIV/AIDS, we also have also had sposstive efforts made. The NACC
have done good work and they have provided fundpéosons with disability at the
district level and we are happy about that. Theyehsupported us to get awareness about
HIV/AIDS. So, without them, we could not catch up news on the radio and TV.
However, the Government felt it was good to suppsrwith that fund. So, we accepted
that and to work with other people and stakeholdethis district. We hope that we will
see improvements in the area of awareness. Wenwitk forward with other people. We
will not be left behind as people with disability.

We should have posters with sign language, sopeaple with disability could know
more about HIV/AIDS.

On the youth fund, the leaders in the district pteg persons with disability to be equal
with other people. They gave us money, so that eeddcmove forward. We have our
businesses around town. We are proud as deaf pdmaause we could make
handicrafts, necklaces and earrings.

They normally invite us to go to their forums oniaformation programme. So, we have

learnt a lot from other women. We have also joiodter women. In medical rounds,
they have taught us about that and they give ussid® how to develop. So, that is a
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good thing we have seen happening and we are legppgople who are deaf. In the area
of church-based organizations, the churches in Mauxe shown a very positive attitude
towards us. All the churches in Meru have a diggliesk. We have created so much
awareness so people know about the deaf peopli@ndo take care of children with
disability and how they can improve the welfarebildren with disabilities, families and
our social lives. Before it was not like this, mdw we can see some improvement. We
thank the churches for that. We have said that @tdvork with us as disabled people.

I will move on now to the negative aspects. Thagesmme of the challenges we are
facing.

In the family area, first of all, it is difficultdr people with disabilities, especially the
deaf. When important things are discussed by fammgmbers, the deaf are left out.
Sometimes they are seen like they are not mergaliynd. They are not involved in such
issues, so they are lost. What we want is that Ipecgn be attached, so that we join
together as family so that we move together asndya

Also, in the family, they take other people for lieg education. However, some family
members consider taking the deaf and other peopledisability to high school is like
wasting resources. So, they should be informedahahe children should be educated
because all of them are from God. God createdlus be the same. Why not educate me
like other people? So, when the schools close did&ys, many deaf children are left in
schools. Some parents do not pick their childremfschools because they do not want
them to interact with other children. So, we shoged rights awareness, so that parents
and society accept us in the family.

In the area of communication, especially for thafdeshen the family has an issue they
are discussing involving their mother and fathemdobinvolve the deaf person. The deaf
child is left out. He does not know what goes ontheir family. So, we need the
Government to find all possible ways to make sina @ll people in the family are
treated equally. We voted for the Constitution, tmg&t do not know if it will be fully
implemented. We do not know if it will help us. &ferday | was here and your
interpreters came to Kaaga Primary School for #af dnd informed us that we have this
hearing. So, we need more support in informatiarisly and access.

Again, in the family, we have a problem. A caseaint is where a family called the

chief to discuss an issue with the family. He tHduthe deaf person was mad and of
unsound mind. So, the deaf need an interpretertteadamily should be there, so that
they understand. Without an interpreter, commuimoatannot go on. So, when they
discuss with the chief without an interpreter, we laft out.

Most of the time, deaf people are arrested witlamyt apparent reason because of lack of
proper communication. Our people need to be seaditabout issues of the deaf. So, we
have five deaf people who have problems with tfamily. Some have lost their senses
because it is really hard even to operate. So,eeemnmend that the Government officers
see how to solve such problems of the deaf. Del gie really mistreated in marriage.
They just stay in the house. They can even stapeair paternal home forever because
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they are not allowed to go and marry. So, we nesaf deople to get married and have
families. They have a right to do so. We know ot afeaf girl who wanted to get

married. She had met a man. When she got pregtentamily refused to accept the

man. She came to me because | am pastor and askethyrl was not married. One day,
my parents will be gone, so | cannot care for them.

The law says that the Provincial Administration afidhe leaders should allow the deaf
freedom to get married and to have children. Sogxgect the Government to encourage
this. When a deaf woman is married, the familyddiédde she does not know what to do.
They give them hardships. They do not develop enfamily.

When it comes to sharing of land, they are left @at, the deaf continue to just work in
towns. They should be treated like other childrdmoware born in that family. So, when
you have children, you must take care of them. yTde not even get advice from their
mothers.

The Bible says fill the earth and multiply. We wahit to happen. In the area of
education, many people are not aware about ouragidac

So, people neglect us. They do not want to pay. f8eswe have advocated so that the
parents can be responsible for their children &eg¢ tan acquire good education. Some
families if they see they have two or three gooitdobn in high school, they despise the
deaf child. They will just keep that deaf childhame and pay fees for the other children,
which is not good. So, it is important that thegoaéncourage this child to go to school.

We have an issue about land. There is a very higltlemge in this area around Meru.
There is one family who beat up a deaf woman. Sae teld that she does not have a
share in that home or land. So, the woman is gded¥/e do not know what will happen
to her in future. So, the other family members stidrer land. The woman is not married.
She is a widow. She has three children, but shenwigiven land. The grandparents had
set aside a share for her, but her family refusedive that land to her. Since the deaf
cannot communicate properly because of the breakddweached a point where they
started beating her. So, she came to Kaaga PriBergol and told me she was sick. |
asked her what happened and she said she was hgatgnthe family members. We
went and talked to the uncle, but the uncle wasietu He did not want to speak about
those issues. So, she has had problems. She disddbat she was HIV positive and she
did not know who to turn to. So, we ask the Governtrto advocate for the rights of the
deaf. The chiefs and the Provincial Administratimust be made aware about deaf
people, especially those living in the village.

The deaf people in the village do not have jobthély are not given land and they do not
have jobs, how will they survive? So, there is@froblem here. The chiefs do not want
to hear about the deaf people. | know they do nowksign language, but the chief can,
perhaps, tell the deaf person to go and bring &rgreter with him, so that they can
communicate. That way, communication will be cl&&e will be satisfied with the kind
of services we get.
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In the business sector, many deaf people have pubeir own businesses. We have
MCM. We have given people an opportunity to sthdirt own business. So, we have

around three disabled organization groups. Thallpgeople have done that, but the deaf
people have been left out because of communicgtioblems. So, most offices ignore

issues dealing with the deaf. The Municipal CountiMeru has left the deaf people out.

They invite those who can speak for interview, thatse who cannot speak are left out.
Our assistant welfare officer was sent to that ge@snd he was thrown back and forth
until he gave up.

So, we need that when we want to start a busimetssvn. When we submit our issues in
the council, they should consider us because alplpeneed to live. This business will
give me a good life. It will stop me from beggingclause it is not good to beg. So, with
this, the deaf will be comfortable. So, we hopé tieange will be effected and work well
with the council.

We are not able to conduct our businesses. Ittionly the deaf who are not able to do
business, but also those with physical disabiltthen they spread down their wares to
sell, people splash water on them or they are picieby the municipal council officers.
So, we should set aside a good place for peopla disabilities to operate their
businesses.

On public transport, this area has a lot of prolslefor instance, when you enter a
matatu and you are a person with disability, the touts ot patient with you. Here in
Meru, we have experienced a lot of problems witit.tithe Matatu Owners Association
should create awareness so that our rights arectsp

We have other small towns there which are expengnthe same problem. So, we
should have freedom of movement. Sometimes, wekraoeked down because we are
deaf. | remember a certain deaf person who waskawbdown by anatatu when he was
going to town. Thenatatu people started dodging. The police investigatetifannd out
that thematatu crew had a case to answer. Later, | do not thinkady was prosecuted.
A certain wheelbarrow person knocked down a deefqmeon the street. If | am deaf, |
cannot hear you shouting at me to get out of thg. wahis municipal council has a
responsibility to make arrangements in town so thathave a peaceful market. The
markets in Nairobi are well planned. We have otimarkets which are well planned.
However, in Meru, we haveatatu people and people with wheelbarrows and so on, who
cause a lot of problems. So, we need the Governthenigh the council to see how they
can create a conducive environment in the markat.ti8y should work out ways of
ensuring that we have a smooth way of moving arqeatefully in the market like other
people. We are all Kenyans.

So, | have nothing more. God bless you.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Rev. Margaret, thanks@much for
representing people living with disability espelgidhe deaf. | have a confession to make
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to you. | am a Catholic and confession is part @f When we started the hearings in
North Eastern, | used to see this team here, the isterpreters and each time, | was
asking myself, whom are they interpreting for? \Wing we wasting a lot of resources in
the ground? Could we be having people benefitiogfthis? | am so happy now that |
realize that | was very wrong. That is why | saidave a confession to make. | do not
know what we would have done if we came here witlloem and you have shared very
important issues, | do not know what we would hdwee.

| just have two questions. The first concerns yelfirand the journey you have made to
be where you are as a deaf woman. Please, shdreusviabout your education, which
schools you went to, which training you went taanfy, train to be a pastor. This is just to
encourage Kenyans out there; those who are deafvaadhink that they cannot make it
to be where you are.

Rev. Margaret Mukami: | was born in Tigania West and | was lucky becaugdather
was an MP. My father is the founder of Kaaga Schlioolthe Deaf here in Meru. My
father educated me well from when | was a youngdahi Primary school to secondary
school. | went to Mumias. At that time, Meru didt ti@ave a high school for the deaf. My
father’s heart felt that | should go to Mumias &iichool for the Deaf. | did secondary
education and also vocational training there.

From there, | understood how to knit and do launtitigen came to Kaaga School for the
Deaf in May 1983. | started teaching the otherssewing. | continued teaching deaf
people. God helped me to get education and latet9®/ some people came from
America who sponsored me to go to the Kenya Mestddniversity to learn theology.
From 2003, | joined the Kenya Methodist Universaystudy theology. | did that and got
a diploma and then flew to America to do AmericagnSLanguage. After | learnt in
America, | came back and the Methodist Church gaeea job as a chaplain at Kaaga
School for the Deaf.

I have had many training to empower the deaf araplpewith disability. | have done
many other things in the districts to encourageeiotpeople with disability to move
forward, especially the deaf. | have a project maga Church in which we make good
artifacts. We havehangas, earings and we also sew clothes. We have a desdrpénere
who is working in that project.

At the district level, | mobilize people. When wavie the UN Day for the Disabled, | go
there and talk about issues of people with diggbilihat is what | am doing now. For
many years, | have been doing that as a leadery [aople around here know me. | am
proud of all that and | am still advocating to Heat all the rights are achieved.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Thank you, Rev. Margatatve you
put the issues you have shared with us on behaliefdeaf or the people living with
disability in the memorandum?

If not, | would encourage that at least, you panththere so that we can include them in
our historical records that we are writing.
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Rev. Margaret Mukami: | am working on behalf of the deaf people. | amaatpr for
the deaf. | also do welfare stuff for the deafm the person responsible. We have an
association called Meru Deaf CBO which is registdrg the Government. Our centre is
in Kaaga Methodist Church. When the deaf have prob) | am the person responsible
for that. If the deaf need education or are infeéeteh HIV, | go and visit them. We care
for those people and some in Maua. That is whatlovén Meru Deaf CBO. This is an
umbrella organization of all the deaf living arouhds region.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | was inquiring if weeiged any
memorandum from them. If not, could she sit dowthwbu so that you come up with a
memorandum to be part of this record?

Rev. Margaret Mukami: | can do that. | have not submitted a memo bunldathat. |
just came up with a small write-up.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | will admit the write-now but
please, | would request that we get a detailed mamndoim from you.

You also mentioned that you have one of your cglilea who is helping you. Where is
she? We want her to stand up so that we could earse appreciate her.

(Ms. Judith Gakii stood up in her place)
What is your name?
Ms. Judith Gakii: My name is Judith Gakii.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Thank you, Judith, her good work
you are doing for the deaf community in this area.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you very much, Reverend. You have articulttedssues
very well. We thank you very much. Let me give arote to this woman to speak.

Ms. Jane Gathomi: | will not be able to communicate in English or Wahili. | will use
my mother tongue.

My name is Jane Gathomi from Karingani LocationukaDistrict. | have encountered

so many problems from 2000 to 2009. We were cditeda meeting by the assistant

chiefs. We were instructed to carry our IDs so thatcould be given relief food. | went

to register for the food with my ID. The place were going was not far from the

leader’s place. | met with the chief who told usvwes the one who called the meeting
because the leader was not there. A few peopleahaddy gathered there and the
assistant chief came with a paper which he hadenrid few issues. He informed the
people that he was not able to read and he haelctedl the paper from his homestead in
the morning.
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Somebody volunteered to read that paper. He wdsdc&@itonga. He said that the
message could not be read before prayers. Theraweakinteer to pray. He was called
Njeru. After the prayer, Gitonga read the messagéhe paper. The message was that |
was practising witchcraft and that | was the on® wias killing people in the area and
those who were disabled. Those who were there semt®. My close relatives started
beating me and then asked me to go and remove itbbcvaft. | told them | am not a
witch but they told me that the day had come fortonke dead and taken at the mortuary
at Chuka.

| told them that in the name of God, | would netegd in the mortuary because | am not a
witch. They had a tyre, petrol in a jerry can aheytwere saying it is the assistant chief
who had bought the petrol. They beat me up and wexg telling me to go and remove
the witchcraft. They took me to my home so that echitfdren would know that | was
about to die. That is the time my children got afe united with them and my husband
and went to the leader’s place. There was a heafirige case. That was around 4.00
p.m. up to 6.00 p.m. When the Assistant Chief cdnsajd that he had instructed them
that he should meet ash yet this person is stilkaHe asked me: “Why are people
complaining about you?” | raised my hands up arnd ihom that people held me at 4.00
p.m. and called me a witch and they should showtliewitchcraft | have. He told me
he could not tell.

He moved aside and that is the time the peoplegaopetrol on me. | got burnt and fell

down. My husband then came and removed my clofffeschief was not even bothered.
That is the time | asked son my side to take mygkihome. He took the things home.
The OCS came, he took me to the vehicle and | aleentto hospital. | stayed in Chukaa
for six months and then transferred to Nkubu HadpFrom there, | was transferred to
Kenyatta National Hospital. At Nkubu, | stayed fthree months. | also stayed at
Kenyatta National Hospital for three months. | when discharged and people were
surprised that | was alive.

The chief had informed them that | was dead. | kegit quiet up today. | do not even talk
to the villagers. My life is in danger. | am alwagfgeatened that | will die one day

although | survived death. | am always depressednan able to eat well. | have a child

they always claim is a terrorist. They claim he ogite many crimes around. We even
took a case to court and it was heard. The judgktisat he never saw the burns, he only
saw the beatings. | was annoyed by that. From thestarted inquiring about the rights

for women and where those concerned stay. As | agigg for assistance, | went to

Embu. One lady saw me and really sympathized wigh &he asked me where | came
from and | told her | was from Chuka. She askedfrtieere was no one to assist me from
Chuka.

| told her that people who assist women are naketh&he wrote for me a note and told
me to go to Meru DC'’s office and look for Joyce M. | looked for Joyce but was told
she was not readily available. By God’s grace, lagy was touched by my case and
asked me what help she could give me. The lady hdmb given me this note had
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instructed me that | should not tell any other perswy problems other than Joyce. | told
her that | will see Joyce that is the time | woh&lcontented. The day | saw Joyce, | was
very happy. | felt so relieved.

The second day | met Joyce after she called me.rad know where she called. Joyce
told me that we go somewhere which | did not kn@ke then told me to send this
information because there was a sitting for womeiglst. | did not have any money but
Joyce facilitated everything using her own mondye $Id me to wait for her which |
did. We met and | went home. Joyce requested fommalile phone number. She was
shaken by my case.

As | was sleeping yesterday at around 10.00 p.justiwoke up, sat, opened the window
and started scrolling my phone. My daughter, whioogh of school in Form Two when |
was burnt, asked me what | was doing. | told heamt to say hi to Joyce.

Joyce asked me who was calling. | told her it wesd tady who got burnt and Joyce
claimed she had made several calls but it was gtmngomebody else’s phone. She
requested me to be in Meru today. She told me thergpeople who want to talk to me.
From there, | started borrowing money for transgorthat | could be here today.

First, | went to Fr. Murangeri who gave me Kshs208lighted in town and slept at my
uncle’s place and came here this morning.

Thank you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry for that incident. It is very painful. We aSlod to give you
grace even to forgive the people who did that aditoyou.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): What incident took plecéhe area
that was associated with witchcraft that made petphk you are a witch?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: There is a lady we were admitted with at the gdneoapital, her
stomach was swollen. It has been swollen for a larg time. | went to hospital before
her. She was in a bed next to mine. Their daugiatere to tell the chief that | am the one
who had bewitched her. The chief agreed with thegdeer that | am the one who had
bewitched the lady. We are married in the sameepéand she is a wife to the cousin of
my husband.

Because we were admitted with her at the genesitad, they thought of that and the
chief was also supporting them.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Does the chief come filoensame
clan as your husband or cousin?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: They belong to the same clan.
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The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): You said you were rabdue the
policemen, did | hear you say it is the OCS whaues you when they were burning
you?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: It is the OCS who assisted me where | fell.

The Acing Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Was there any actioentalgjainst those
people who burnt you including the chief?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: No.
The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): No action at all upada?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: No people were arrested. Even those who were at@igbe same
are the ones | had mentioned when in hospital. \&fet with them for a case in a court.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): There is a case in céuet you the
one who took the case to court?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: The case ended. The judge claimed he saw the gediiurt not the
burning. The person who was guilty is the one waao the petrol in the jerry can. He was
charged a fine of Kshs15,000. If | want to be gaiddamages the case should be taken
to the court.

Even that Kshs15,000 was left. | was not givertlang.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Is it the same sistgcelavho is
involved in this case?

Ms. Jane Gathomi: Yes.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | do not envy you. hkhyou have a
lot to do in this community. For example, the caée&ister Jane is beyond us since it
happened in 2009. Again, link up with Gladys sa #tee links you up to Edna. Joyce, |
am addressing you because you are the one to t@kedhis case again. Sorry, | have to
offload it back to you.

Link up with Gladys so that she introduces youhte lady who was here, Edna from the
Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCH&}ee if she can assist Jane to
ensure that Justice is done. The cases we aretigatesy are between 1963 and
February 2008. This happened in 2009. Howeversurasif you can follow up with the
human rights group, Jane will get the justice #iet is demanding for.

At this time | just want to thank Jane again favelling all the way to come and share
her painful story with this Commission. Sister Jaywhat Jane went through is very
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traumatic. You need also to link up with at ledst thurches to see how she can be
counselled as an immediate act for her. Thank ywunach Jane and sorry for what
happened. | thank you for standing strong to seeluistice, do not give up. Continue
seeking your justice and you will get it.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry. Time has passed and | can see there ateo& people. |
will ask the one who is speaking next to take jhste minutes. | would like your leader
to talk because she says she wants to leave.

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: My name is Joyce Muriuki. I am the Chair and lawyar
Maendeleo ya Wanawake, Meru and also the ChairuMeunty Women Forum. | thank
the Commissioners who are here today.

Before | start what | am going to tell them, | wantsay that we were a bit disappointed
when the investigators came to Meru. All the womédto brought their cases were told
to seek advice from their lawyers.

Those are not cases that should be brought bdier@ruth Justice and Reconciliation
Commission (TJRC). Being a mobilizer, | was so pisanted because | was there and |
would like to ask those women who were not at Makatto stand up. Most of them are
not here, we have a few of them here. Those woroek their cases there and the
investigators told them that those cases were eaairded. We were not happy! That is
why most of the women who had cases are not hdeg/to

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Please, stick to yourtp

Ms. Joyce Muriuki: Thank you. Coming to the point, | would just Hight most issues
that affect women in Meru County.

One of those issues is poverty because of low samdmomic status. There is declining
health status of women because they cannot aftogghy for treatment when they are
sick. For example, they cannot get the P3s to enti#m go to hospital after being
victims of domestic violence.

We also have a problem of street children in udnaas.

Inheritance is a problem; because of our culturemen are not allowed to own any
property. Wife battering is rampant because a reafsfthat he has high economic power
over the woman.

Women who have left prison are stigmatized by mesloé the community. We have
cases of rape and violation of child rights; foaeple, the case of Magdalene and others.
There are cases of women genital mutilation, esfigén rural areas and slums.

There is also forced marriages and stigma to wombka live with HIV/AIDS and
broken family units, leading to single parenthood &ulnerable children. There is also
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the problem of husbands disposing of family propartd land without the wife or the
children knowing. When these women go to courtgh&a lot of injustice done to them.

| have cases of women here who would like to preesir testimony in camera because
of our culture and security.

In Meru we have Internally Displaced Persons (IDEg)se people who had lived in the
Rift Valley and were chased away. They had livest@hfor a long time and when they
came back home, there is nobody to take care of,tf@ example, the case of Rhoda.
We have retention of women prisoners which is anashere. There is also violation of
women rights in decision making.

In Meru we have succession cases where women teltgee of the property when their
husbands die. Those cases take so long even themwdm before they can get justice
done for them.

I would urge the Government to waive court feesWwomen who have succession issues
before court. As a women leader, | have come acr@ss/ issues of women which need
to be addressed. A lot of domestic violence has lbdeae to our women and we have one
of them here and she would also like to testify.l lfvere asked, there are some
recommendations which | would like to give to then@nission so that those issues are
addressed.

One of them is to sensitize women especially orbestitution and to empower women
economically. Past injustices to women must beenggd and done.

There should be sufficient laws on gender-baseténge which should be followed by
our courts because the laws are there, but theéscare not following them.

Another issue is on the implementation of laws attucal and social biases against
women, which is a retrogressive culture. Thosesarae of the issues that | wanted to
address and | thank this Commission very muchdaring to Meru.

Most of the issues affecting the people of Merwchoan land. That is the reason why you
are seeing women here. If the matter is not a issuk, it must be domestic violence or
sexual abuse.

With those many remarks, Madam Commissioner, Ikhau very much. | would like to
suggest that this Commission be devolved so tlestetvomen can have a place where
they will be taking their issues.

Since we have the new Constitution which providesdevolution, | would like to urge
the Government to devolve the Commission.

Thank you very much.
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| would like one lady to be heard in camera beeaofthe sensitive nature of her
testimony.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Is the lady to be heacdmera here?
Is she seated here? So, her case was not selecteddamera because the in-camera
hearings are continuing.

Ms. Julia Kaaria: How are you? My names are Julia Kairu Kaaria. prablem which |
have is as follows: First of all, | was oppresdedause of the neediness of my people.
After finishing school, | started a business of isgclothes.

It was in 1999 while | was doing business, that ameker of my customer, who is my
neighbour, beat me. | reported the matter to thicepso that they could solve the
problem. The mother, who is my neighbour, said #te¢ had money and she would
pursue the case.

Then we went to court to case with her worker. Tien was taken to court and she
reported me to the civil society. So, | went to @ano Chuka and justice was done and
the worker was jailed for four years. | was saddfthat there was justice.

So, the civil suit continued here in Meru. | cont coming here since 1999 and my
people saw there was need to have an advocatecaBeecontinued for, one, two, three
up to six years, until the first lawyer ate the mgn | have the receipts here with. The
lawyer had asked for Kshs15, 000 and the last mimdien we went to court, he ran
away from the sittings.

When the second lawyer took over the case, hesdtakistponing the case. So, the case
continued like that until my people felt they hadfered enough. They realized that they
were using a lot of money and they could not caisuffering. We went to another
advocate and talked to him about the case and kel d6shs30, 000. | wanted him to
handle the case so that | would not be jailed. Woenan, who was the wife of an
engineer, said that she would teach me a lessonh&&awyer said | would pay him after
the hearings. The case continued and when theveasdaken to court once again, that
woman and the worker came and talked to my new dawAfter that the case was not
heard again.

After that, | saw one elderly man who was the cham of the Truth, Justice and

Reconciliation Commission in Meru. He helped mevtde a letter to the two advocates

and they said that | have lost a lot of money andase and that | should go on it alone.
So, | prayed and decided that | should not paythecate, but represent myself.

I did not know how it ended, but | heard that tlesec ended and yet | have not been
served with any documents. | heard about the judgfnem the court and when | asked
about the documents on the case, nothing was givere.

| started being sick out of many diseases evenInave a problem with my head. | was

told that there is something which was developing bcould not see. | have difficulties
with my sides and | am diabetic. | went to a doetod a counsellor and we talked to the
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people at the court and we found out that judgrhedtnot been given; up to now it has
not.

We wanted to know how the case was concluded leyttthld us that the case continued
in my absence and | was supposed to pay Kshs500] ®@ve not been served with any
document because | was not aware of judgment. Iweas sick then, therefore, | could

not make a follow up on the case. After that theykr died and we had lost a lot of
money over the case. | do not want to be invohgaira

I had developed fibroids and blood sugar and mynatth started swelling. My people
said that | had made them spend a lot of money enbot my stomach had really
swollen. | went to the village elders and they ¢alko my father and mother. Now we
are three of us; my sister who is married, my moémal 1. They did not want to listen to

my case because | do business of sewing. But, ¢ hasdication to buy and there was
none who wanted to listen to my problem. Even igsir, | was forced to go to the

chairman of the clan. He came and spoke to themtlaeg did a Harambee which

enabled me to finance an operation to remove filstoi

| went back home to stay with my parents, they $aidas impossible because | was
well. So, | had to go to the market though | did have money. By then | had arrears of
three months’ rent where | was living. | told tleadlady about my problems but she did
not want to listen to me. My mother also said thatas a grown up and that she had
spent too much money on my operations. | livedelad after two months, | returned to
my father and told him, since my people had saad they did not have any assistance
that they could give me and that they had reachidehd end; | requested him that since |
was not married and my real father passed on,uested for a piece of land to live on.
Since God had brought me to the world, He woulisasse.

| went back to the chairman who said that my fatéftra curse saying that a non-married
woman cannot get a shamba in his land. He said iflather had left a bigger house to be
shared then | could live in one part so that wedowt bother each other. So, | got total
neglect from my people. Since that time, | returteethe market to find a way out.

In December last year, | have a letter here toeffatt, | went to the DO in Muthambi. |
told him about my problem, he called my parents maydbrothers and told them about
my problem. He also came to our home and saw thmisa and told them to do justice
to me. They said that it was a curse and nothingldvbe done to assist me. The DO was
not happy and he said that | should go with thiaitego the DC’s office and pay so that
the tribunal could be called to come and give nmege of land so that | could assist
myself with.

I live in the market and no one from home is wglito assist me and they do not want to
give me a piece of land. | live with two ladies wassist me. The problems | have gone
through make me wonder whether it is a curse oresloimg else. | am a single lady who

is not married and | do not have children. Thereat@o women who had beaten me and
| reported the matter to the police of Becember, last year. The women told me that |
should be collecting human waste from where | lpezause | am barren. | took a P3
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form and reported the matter to the police but cttoa was taken. In January, | went to
the police at Mariba Patrol Base and they told enevait because they knew their work
and, | should not instruct them how to do it. Tleetdr advised me on my problem and |
went to the Officer Commanding the Police Divisi@CPD) who told me that | should

go back when he calls me. He told the police officecharge to take me to the OCS.
When | went to the OCS, the Deputy OCS was alseeflane elder and the women who
beat me up were there also. So, they told me tahtein what | wanted them to do and
whether | wanted those who beat me to be arrektgds not pleased the way they were
speaking to me. | went to another elder and we wetihe OCPD to report the matter
again.

| am here because after the OCPD gave us a lgieematter that | had taken to court
was turned around. | was taken to court on chatttesl had fought with one of the two
women. When | tried to speak | was arrested andd teld that it was a fight. When |
tried to give my side of the story, | was remanaghedustody for two weeks. | cried in the
court and pleaded that justice should be done. Fhame the case started and as the suit
continued, | discovered from the magistrate that ¢thse was to be brought before the
court by the police, and that it did not matter vehewent to. They were the ones who
would decide how the case was to be carried forward

As the case continued, it caused me a lot of difmamMy witness, the landlord, is
related to the lady who beat me up. The secondegstrsaid that since we fought, |
should be taken to a psychiatrist. | was taketéoprofessional officer and when | spoke
to her she also affirmed that | should be takgosiahiatrist.

| decided that when | leave | would find out abthe# law and my rights. So, the police
officer started speaking about how | striped inrtamd, no matter what | did, he was the
final person. After the hearing of the suit, thegided that | should go to the psychiatrist
and one police officer took me to hospital and Iswlarced into custody. | lost
consciousness in custody and the OCS tried to mmekanderstand. The magistrate also
tried to explain to me---

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Julia, as you speak Ieetiee case still
before court?

Ms. JuliaKaaria: Yes.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | think we have undecstyour case.
Thank you very much for coming to share with usry@xperiences.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, Madam Julia. Time has gone and | aVitlw you to
speak for two minutes; one person from this side, another one from the other side. If
you will not observe time, | will stop you from sgeng!

Ms. Monica Kananu: My names are Monica Kananu. | have come hereusecan 1%

March, 2002, our children were shot at Magundu h®y ppolice on allegations that they
were thieves.
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When they were taken to the police station, weofedld them. We were jailed and later
chased away. When our men went to see our MembBaament (MP) to show him

where they were shot--- So, we went with that worttaseek help from our MP, he did
not help us. He told us to go and arrange a Hararabd then report the matter.

There are some people who came from Nairobi any #s&ed for the homes of the
children who were shot and then they were showeyTbld me that they help those who
are not able to help themselves. They asked maltthém the story on how the children
were shot and | narrated to them the story and tibldyus that the following day we meet
at Safari Hotel, Meru. They had stayed there foo tmeeks and when they left for
Nairobi, they told us that they will call us. Wewvgathem our phone numbers and when
we tried to call them they told us that they weneNairobi and later they stopped
receiving our calls.

We decided to go to Nairobi but we did not have eyoto enable us go to Nairobi. |
leased out my land so that | could get money for fa Nairobi. Then we went to Nairobi
though we did not know where we were going to.

When we arrived at Tea Room, we approached onempesd asked him where the
human rights commission offices were and he shavgetthe place and we went to Accra
Road. We asked to be told where they were staymadgwae were told that they were not
there and that we should go to their offices. Wakéal for a place to sleep and we came
back to Meru the following day. When we came backieru, we looked for the letters
of postmortem and before they came to do the pastimoon the children, it was realized
that they were shot.

The police shot the child on the ribs and they wenken but he did not die. When they
realized that he had not died, they came the setioamel and shot him on the head

because he was sleeping as he was drunk. His ahdadentification card were removed

so that they could come for him in the evening. Wtieey were coming in the evening,

they heard guns shots and they discovered peopke sgeeaming at a certain home. We
could not do anything, but we called the OCS, Manisheke, who answered our call and
he told us that we should go to the Showgroundimbid. We could not go there that day
but we managed to go there the following day.

The following day when we went there, we waitedIu100 p.m. He came and went to
the vehicle, opened the computer and showed ustding He told us we would be called
to Nairobi that day or the day after and that owbfem was already concluded and we
will be called. We told him that we had not eatentfvo days. He gave us Kshs500 as |
was with my sister. Up to now we have not seen dmah we have been calling him and
whenever we call him, he does not receive our calls

God helps the poor and we are asking this Commmgsitelp us so that we can help our

children because they died in 1979. He was thevdm® was helping us and we were
thinking that he is the one who will help us. We asking this Commission to help us
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the way we were being given money by our sons. Wesking this Commission to look
into these issues and tell us what happened.
Thank you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, Madam Monica. Sorry, woman, the Corsrorsers
will ask you questions---

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Please, you shouldefet to her as
“woman”. Can you correct that in the Hansard?

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry, Madam Monica. The Commissioners will askiyome
guestions.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Sorry, Mama Monica,tlier loss of
your son in such a way. You said that there werme ¢hildren who were killed. Could
you give us their names?

Ms. Monica Kananu: One was called Henry Mureithi and the other oddyEMutuma.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Where were they shdtanwhat
time?

Ms. Monica Kananu: It was at 9.00 p.m when they were shot. They veeispected to

be thieves and yet they had not stolen anything dther child was of Lucy Kimathi.

The boy was drunk and he was being assisted blyi¢igls; they left him at the home of
a woman so that they could come back later to pickup.

The police had been called to where theft had tgkace at Njambi’'s and the homestead
got torched, they saw the child lying on the gra$e woman told the officers not to shot
him because he was to be taken away. When they caimd that is when they realized
he was not dead. That is when they shot him. Bvemgtns were heard.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Did you report the ¢asany police
station?

Ms. Monica Kananu: We went to report, but we were chased away. We tneeatened
with death. So, we went back crying. That was wiverasked for help from our leader,
the MP. He told us to arrange for a harambeew®dpld him there is nothing we could
get from these children. We went to Nairobi to Idokhim, but we did not see him.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Which police stationydid go to and
you were chased away?

Ms. Monica Kananu: We went to Mutindo Police Station. However, we dat report

because we were chased away. We reported to trea®p in Meru. We were there for
two weeks. They told us that they would help thedyepeople.
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The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Who chased you away wbharwent
to Mutindo Police Station?

Ms. Monica Kananu: Policemen sent us away. They chased us away. @dreshwere
kept outside. It was alleged that they had cigesetioxes and big guns. However, these
were good children.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Do you remember the thete you
went to the police station?

Ms. Monica Kananu: It was 17" March, 2002.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Is this the same tiraeybur children
were killed?

Ms. Monica Kananu: Those who killed them were known even by the poliséen
they killed them, they realized that they haveekilithe wrong people.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): So, you know those lpewpo were
suspected to have killed your children?

Ms. Monica Kananu: Yes, | know them.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): There was somebody Wimed he
would assist you again. Who was this person? Waslaeyer?

Ms. Monica Kananu: They were human rights officers. They told us tiety would
help needy people like us.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Do you know their names?

Ms. Monica Kananu: | only remember Mr. Kamanda Mushike. The other tivcannot
remember their names.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): Have you recorded @&mtit with
us?

Ms. Monica Kananu: Yes, | recorded a statement three or four times.
The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): | think we have heandr yase. We
shall get the facts about the Human Rights officék& shall try our best also to

investigate. Thank you, for coming before us.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry, | am sorry for the pain you went through.uYbave
suffered for a long time. Most women have had thenes experience. They have
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experienced pain in one way or the other. | wowskl you to pray to God to give us space
to continue to live and to enhance our families.

Please, time has gone. | will ask Commissionergacand do other work. You will
forgive me because | will have to close this sitiior the day. | will pray, if there is
anyone of you who has not recorded their statemsittsthe Commission, to see the
Assistant Regional Co-ordinator, Madeline. May k asr to stand up so that people can
see here? There she is! Get hold of this lady,hed $he can assist you to write
statements. You can write your issues so that bemome part of the Commission’s
records.

I would like to thank you very much for your patbenand the way you have talked
without any fear. | ask God’s blessings to guideagether with our families. We are not
through until we finish by writing our final repornd to see that your recommendations
have been implemented by the Government.

Commissioner, | do not know if you have anythingaik about.

The Acting Chair (Commissioner Namachanja): My fellow women, fitstjould like to
thank you for coming to share your painful storish us. Whenever we have held
women meetings, time is never enough time for wsné&of the stories that you have
trusted with us, | know it is the first time thadw are talking about them. At times, we
would wish that we could continue. But unfortungtebe cannot continue more than the
time we have been having. This Commission has #&eldntime. By May, we are
supposed to hand in the report. What this indicaethat we do not have such fora,
where we could come and share our painful storfémt is why | would like to
encourage women organizations from this regionrysdhat Joyce has left, to
occasionally create space, where women could nmekslaare their painful stories. That
is the first step towards healing. So, | want tantth those of you who had a chance to
speak before us. What you have shared is not fust gwn stories. Even if we did not
have enough time for everybody else, to share, sam, that when | sit here and | listen
to what one mama say, | am able to relate to wastappened to me.

When you talk about Kiambaa killings, maybe, when gre in Meru, you find it is very

far. You think that it is in Eldoret in Rift Vallegnd you are in Central Province. But for
now, you have seen that irrespective of the faat iambaa is far, the wounds of
Kiambaa are with us, through mama Roda’s story.

We have heard about what people living with disaéd suffer. We shared how, as much
as the clan gives us land, let somebody among tkahze this is a wasted land. Imagine
that a physically handicapped cannot utilize tlaaidl On the basis of that, the land is
grabbed from such people. There is evidence to ghawthis physically handicapped

person has properly utilized that land.

On our judicial system, we thank God for the newrdes that have come through the
new Constitution. Really when you listen to theases, you wonder what happened to
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our judicial system that a common mwananchi cageotfustice through such a system.
This is where we are coming from. We hope that thiaot going to continue; that a
common mwananchi will go to court knowing that h#l wet justice through such a
court.

For the first time, we have been able to get somglbo represent the deaf. Really, come
to think about it; are we fair to our deaf familyembers? As members of the family,
where, for example, we have a deaf person, do ven eare to learn about sign
language? If we do not learn, then how do we conicat® with them? No wonder as
Rev. Margaret said that we do not care whethenvolve them in decision making at
family level or not, because if we are not abledomunicate with them in the manner
that they are able through the sign language, tio@nare we able to involve them in the
decision making? The discrimination, that if we @adimited sons in the family, if
somebody has to drop out of schools, it has to deaé child. They are denied services in
the public institutions, just because of the diffies that service providers find in
communicating with them.

Many at times, we hear about people accused ohuriaft. However, today, you have
seen it yourself; that a mother is accused of witath and subjected to mob justice,
which is never justice at all. It is a pity thatgtsanctioned by the local administrator who
is supposed to defend this person.

When it comes to the judgement, even as we sephyscal burns of Mama Jane, the
verdict was that whoever was there never witnessedeing burnt, when the signs are
there to be seen. Again, what signs today do tbel for? Also with regard to extra
judicial killings of our children; when we seek flustice, we are conned by people who
claim to be championing the human rights of the mity. We feel for you. But what
is more important is that those stories will nogenremain with you. You have shared
them publicly and we shall do our best to ensua¢ they are recorded.

For those of you who have shared and for any perdanis here, who feels she has a
painful story to share concerning the historicgistice we are investigating, and did not
get a chance, | would request that you see ouerstit takers, or regional leader, to
ensure that you record a statement. If you are mgmy record a memorandum. If it is
one issue affecting many people such as the de#& s memorandum, so that you are
not left out during this historical moment of owunitry. We also heard that women were
not given fair chance, when it comes to selectiagesments for hearing; we have taken
this on board. We have requested the list of then&wo and we shall do our own
investigation to find out what went wrong.

But for now, | thank you so much for coming to shwith us. | would encourage women

leaders to continue with future discussions forlihgao take place. Thank you so much
and God bless you all.
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Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you very much, mama Commissioner. We woulowal
the Commissioner to leave first then we follow Helease, let us rise in respect of our
Commissioner, so that she can leave!

(The Commission adjourned at 2.00 p.m.)
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