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ORAL SUBMISSIONSMADE TO THE TRUTH, JUSTICE AND
RECONCILIATION COMMISSION ON TUESDAY, 24™ JANUARY
2012 AT THE KENYA NATIONAL LIBRARY HALL INWUNDANYI

(Women Hearing)

PRESENT
Mar garet Wambui Shava - The Presiding Chair, Kenya
Gertrude Chawatama - Commissioner, Zambia
(The Commission commenced at 11.55 a.m.)

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: | would like to take this opportunity to welcomeuro
Commissioners. The women from Wundanyi are heretlagy are waiting for you to tell
you their issues. | know that you are tired but game here to listen to us. They have
spoken about the mandate of the Commission andthewprocedure of the meeting is
going to be. | would like you to greet the womertlsat we can start the hearing.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you Rebecca. My nanvargaret
Shava and | am a Commissioner from Kenya and | ara with my sister from Zambia.
She is going to greet you and tell you her name.

Commissioner Chawatama: Good morning ladies! It is so nice to see so masyply
faces. My name is Gertrude Chawatama and | conma fobeautiful country called
Zambia where | work as a high court judge. It isedbent to be here and as a woman |
know that even when we smile and we make out tieating really happy and everything
is alright, | know that deep down we have issu@s We need to deal with. That is why
we are here to listen to those issues and shaleowé another and | pray that by the time
we leave, there will be burdens that will be liflaad there will be cares that will be cast.
I look forward to us having dialogue. Thank you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you very much Commissioners. We have talidi the
women and told them the procedure we are goingoltow and how those who have
written statements are going to present them amduse they are not many, | think
everyone is going to get a chance to talk about fksues. | would like to start the
meeting and | would like to ask those who are nipipssed to be here to please leave. |
would like to ask those who are going to speakale tthe shortest time possible to
explain your issue because there are other womenwalild also like to speak. | would
like us to start with Pamela. For record purpoges, will first start by telling us your
name.

Ms. Pamela Atieno: | greet you all in the name of Jesus. | am savetlldove Christ.

My name is Pamela Atieno from Voi. | am very bittrspite the fact that | heard that a
woman can be smiling but inside she is hurt. | aarried and | do some casual work
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because | was never educated but | have workedtbaeducate my two children. My
son did his KCSE in 2008 and my daughter sat for@SE in 2010. | have struggled
and the first born was admitted to Mombasa Polytechut | was not able to pay for his
fees so | went to my MP’s office to cry to him. Heard me and wrote a letter saying that
| should get a bursary or that | should be assibiethe CDF. The MP told me that |
should go to Mombasa Polytechnic and get the admnidstter so that they could be sure
that the child had been admitted. | sold off sohiegs in order to get the money to go
take the child to school. | went back to the offased filled a form but I did not get any
response and my child had to drop out of schowhd very bitter and my child cried and
he almost committed suicide. | had to call the gragh counsel him and after that, |
followed the bursary issue up with the office. T asked for a meeting but the
councilor who knows me did not tell me so when hiv® the office, he said that he did
not know me. When | reported to the office, theld tme that | had not submitted my
form. | told them that | did and they told me tlaatytime a form is picked, it is recorded
with a number of the form so when they went bacth®submission office, the form was
not there. | got tired and just left and my chibstbeen getting some counseling from the
pastor and now | can see that he is getting sorpe bat his mind is not settled. He is
always asking me when he will go back to school laadays that if he does not go back
to school his life will not be well. He is mentalhpt settled.

Commissioner Chawatama: How old is your son now?

Ms. Pamela Atieno: He is now 23 years old.

Commissioner Chawatama: What did he want to study at the polytechnic?

Ms. Pamela Atieno: | am not very sure but he wanted to be a meclaman engineer.
Commissioner Chawatama: What is his name?

Ms. Pamela Atieno: He is called Thomas Tindiana Odongo.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Mama Pamela | am very sorcgn see
the pain in your face. When we have children andweek so hard to raise them, they
survive through childhood diseases, we managee, fleouse and clothe them, they go
to school and do well which is what we tell thendto It is our duty to help them to read
and then we are unable to do that, it is very pdiahd when there are mechanisms
which are supposed to help us do that and thoséhanesms fail us, that is also
extremely painful. We thank you for coming to tékough your pain because | am sure
the story you are telling is the story of many otwemen who do not have the strength
and the courage that you do to come and speakesétlssues and to relieve that pain
which is what we can see happening to you. We avjudt like to encourage you and we
are going to have the powers given to you by lavgde how we can help you in this
painful issue.
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Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: We are sorry and we understand the pain you arg dgbrough.
There is a woman who is representing the disabiddshe is called Lucy Mganga.

Ms. Lucy Mganga: | greet you all in the name of Jesus. My nameuisyLMganga from
Wundanyi. | want to speak on behalf of the disada came together as a group in
1997. Our goal of joining hands was to look for wayf helping ourselves because
women have the most problems and we thought tha¢ iEome as a group, then we can
get some assistance. We had been told that wegetilsome assistance from the CDF
programs when, in 2003, it was announced that someey had been given for the
disabled people in Wundanyi. In 2004, we trieddbofv that issue up but we have not
got any response. We were allocated 500,000 gislliput it has not come through.

On my personal side, | have a family problem. We aaiece of land which was given
to me by my father but he was not able to comgletehand over process. | dropped out
of school in form two for lack of fees. | was takina rehabilitation center and after |
finished, | started my own business. When | stattedbusiness, my father fell sick and
he was unable to help himself so it became necedisar | take care of him. Since we
had not finished paying for the piece of land, t ha step in and help my parents to
continue paying for it. Someone came and grabbedaod since my father was sick and
weak. When we checked, we found out that the pendan had sold the land to us had
also sold it to another person. The piece of laad taken from us despite the fact that |
had grown up knowing that it was ours. We thought that was an offence and because
of that issue, | fell sick and | was crying all tie. Later, | was able to calm down and |
realized that | had to work so that | could help sitylings. That piece of land is what we
depended on and we do not have anywhere to farmvarab not have keep our animals
S0 we now have nothing to do. That is all.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you very much LucywHvoany
siblings do you have? You are the first born, hoangnbrothers and sisters follow you?

Ms. Lucy Mganga: We were two girls. The first one was a girl bu¢ $tas since passed
so | am the only girl and six brothers.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Where was this land thatse&t?
Ms. Lucy Mganga: It is in Wundanyi in Mwabalu.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): You said that you startbdsaness. What
business do you do?

Ms. Lucy Mganga: | sew clothes.
Commissioner Chawatama: You have talked about some of the challenges ybat
have faced in trying to access CDF funds. What @orécommendations do you have in

you being able to access these funds? It seems\hbatif the money comes as a group,
you have had a lot of difficulties in accessinglitdo not know whether or not you

Kenya National Library Hall, Wundanyi 3 Tuesday, 24" January, 2012



received letters or any other documents that WiMg that a certain amount of money has
been allocated to you and whether or not you dogrimed how to access this money.

Ms. Lucy Mganga: We have gone to the DDO many times to ask abautrtbney but
we did not get any solution.

Commissioner Chawatama: Do you know how some of this money that is recgiige
spent? Have you seen anything that has been da@t®to that funds have been received
and it has been put to good use?

Ms. Lucy Mganga: There are schools and polytechnics and childremgds bursaries.

Commissioner Chawatama: On the land, do you know how much your father gaid
what the balance was that remained unpaid?

Ms. Lucy Mganga: | am not aware of the amount that had been paidnwbhat was
remained for us to receive a title deed was KshsbB0father suffered a stroke and he
did not have anyone to fight for his rights. Thatswvhen the letter came for him to go to
the office for the land to be transferred and isuaken away after some arguments.

Commissioner Chawatama: Did you sign any papers?
Ms. Lucy Mganga: My father signed some documents but my name wasribem.
Commissioner Chawatama: Thank you very much.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: There is a woman who wants to speak about religen
cultural challenges facing women.

Ms. Naima Swale: My name is Naima Swale, | come from Taveta and laacouncilor
at Taveta area. | would like to speak about Islamligion. In general Islamic women are
oppressed because of religion. Because men knowt ghese issues they take the
advantage of oppressing us as women.

There are many issues in religion that stop usasem. Right now, | am not supposed to
stand in front of a man and speak. | am asking hasglim women should be given
chances. Women cannot face men.

In general, in Taita Taveta Female Genital Mutiiat{FGM) is not spoken about but it is
there for the Somali. The man is the head of thesdon Islamic laws. The women take
directions from the men. | would like that we orga&nworkshops or meetings for men so
that they can be shown videos to see how painfigl ibor a woman to be circumcised.
They are circumcised at the age of between foursyaad six years. They should also be
shown the effects of circumcision on delivery ofldten. If Somali or Islamic women
are not circumcised, they are told they are prastit There is a lot to be learnt about this
issue. The women should not just be set aside.
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Commissioner Chawatama: Sorry. When you said that there are many issues tha
women face that stop them; you have talked abold R@hat other things stops them?

Ms. Naima Swale: There is education. Most Muslim women are not gitlenchance to
get education. We are told that we are supposduktmarried. For example, before |
became a councilor, | had to lie to my mum thategheas this man who was coming to
marry me. | had to look for a man to lie to hertth@ was going to marry me and give me
a chance to vie for the post of area councilotayed for two weeks; she wanted to throw
me out of the house...

(The witness broke down)

For two weeks she did not talk to me. | decidedtémd my ground because every time |
looked for jobs she refused. My father died andmogher said | did not want to listen to

her because she was a woman. My aunty told mektfoagorgiveness from my mother

which | did. She accepted and stood with me. | elasted as a councilor on a KADU

ticket.

We need to educate the girl child especially theslivihs. Without your own money you
cannot develop. Men will oppress you and do anghimey want. The culture and
traditions oppress the girl child. We accept to ecerything a Muslim woman is
supposed to do but let them give the girl childharcce to go to school.

Commissioner Chawatama: Any other area? We will give you time to think. yibu
think of any other area where there are challeggascan later share with us.

We celebrate your life and because you stood fiamlIsure you will be an example for
other young ladies who will follow your footstepehey will look at your life and say
that because you were able to stand firm becausekgew what you wanted, you
suffered, the relationship with your mum sufferad Pou stood firm and look at you
now. Thank you very much for sharing with us.

What is your mummy saying now?

Ms. Naima Swaleh: When she hears | am called honorable she is happyt &. She is
now proud of me. She does not say it but you caroseher face.

Commissioner Chawatama: | am sure she has a lot of admiration for you. Ashave
travelled throughout Kenya we have heard similaries told. We have also heard from
many women who are now so grateful that they eedctteir daughters because the girls
are looking after their parents more than the bdysgirl can go away but they never
forget their parents. They send money and visit @reh build homes for them. | hope
that you will use your position as councilor to ede¢ people in your community,
especially the girl child and especially mothergel encourage your mother to speak to
other mothers so that we have a major breakthr@agthat you are not alone in the
position you are holding. | hope that five yearsnirnow or even less, you will be a
Member of Parliament. We wish you all the best.
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Ms. Naima Swale: Thank you very much.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, our sister, for speaking about yourgssu
Women, have you heard? The responsibility to edutteg girl child is ours as women.
When you go home today tell yourself your girl drshould go up to university.

| understand there is another councilor from Tallaveta. She will speak about
inheritance.

Ms. Dorothy Munene: My name is Dorothy Munene. To our Commissioners and
women and the gentlemen | am seeing here, howaare lyam thankful for being in this
gathering. We have seen the oppression women goghr

| have worked with the women’s rights organization long to see that women are

assisted. The issue that oppresses us a lot iession. You will find that if parents die

and a girl child is left behind it becomes verfidiilt for her to access the properties. To
begin with you are told to go to court. When youtgacourt the money the woman is
required to give is so much. If you look at it, ma®men are poor. We are then told that
if you do not come with other members of the famyigu cannot get the property

transferred. Most in-laws refuse to go to courtefewnothers and fathers in-law also do
not agree because they also want the property. Bwidows go through the same

difficulty. So | am asking for such issues to bealtevith so that widows can access
property without red tape. The issue of in-lawsustidoe dealt with because this woman
has children.

Something else on succession; you find that a wormamdowed and has male adult
children who want the properties so much that #nesn grab it from the mother. What
would the Government do in such a case? The worhaunld be defended. There is
another issue that is disturbing me; when case® gourt you hear that the evidence is
not substantial. We ask the Government when thid chraped is there usually anyone
else around? Usually there are no witnesses amatevasking that such cases be looked
into so that the child should be listened to. Rap@éd people who sodomize children
usually have lawyers and these children usuallyetmom poor families; how will they
be assisted? The Government should put in place tavassist little children who are
raped. You will hear them being asked, “On suclate dvhat happened?” This child may
be 13 years old, do you want to tell me he or streremember all the dates off head? He
or she cannot. It is very difficult. We ask thdaa be implemented to help children who
are abused sexually. When children go to give eMideeven when they get dates wrong,
so long as they know the perpetrator, the Governsteruld consider such cases.

Another issue | would like to raise is our landTiaveta. Most of the land is a national
park and others areas are owned by private devalopéere | come from there are two
rich developers who come from the Kenyatta famitgl dold big tracks of land. The
national park has taken 62 per cent of our landalsutesidents of Taveta, we do not get
anything from it. We are very poor.
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We ask that the land that is owned by the privatestbpers be looked into; how did they
acquire it? Where did they buy it? If you look &tbry you will see that when Grogan

left, none of the presently rich people bought thatl. So how did they acquire it? This
land is supposed to be returned to us. Most ofave lone acre and six to ten children.
Where will these children live? The places are sogested and you would think it is

Mathare slum. So we ask the Government to look sntth land and the land be returned
to its owners.

The second issue is that in the national park, weldvlike Taveta to receive at least 50
per cent of the revenue that they get. There aresuines also but the income from the
mines does not get to Taveta residents. We arethaldin Taita Taveta we have one
county which is okay with us. We have had this ¢puor long and for many years

people have been oppressed. When people come ¢pfukifobs you would hear an MP

telling a child. “You child from Taveta you are cmg to take our jobs”. That makes it

look like people from Taveta are not Kenyans. Tikagomething that has pained us for
many years. Our children used to come here lookingpbs but would not get any. We

were thankful when President Kibaki gave us our digtrict. That is when we saw some
fruits of independence. Our children used to bd tbey came from Tanzania and were
coming to take their jobs.

If you listened to the comments yesterday, we viele they were waiting for us at the
election box to see what we would get. If peopke speaking like that, is there any day
that the Taveta will get their rights? No. Whertaimes to county elections we will be
oppressed because we call ourselves the minorihynk there is a law that protects the
minority. | ask the Government to look at us asiaamity. We should not be oppressed.
We depend on the property to be divided at a rdabte but if it comes to the voting
box, will we come out with any seat?

Because we believe the Taita and Taveta are oaegldttoral seats should be divided
equally. We are happy that this Commission is Iser¢hat Taveta can be looked at as a
minority.

The distance between the Taita and the Tavetaryshig; it is 80 kilometers and there is
a national park in between. If you look at our laages they are different. Our cultures
are also different so where are we connected sombare put in one county? Those are
some of the injustices that we suffer. We are geangpntinue suffering because we have
been taken back to the Taita Taveta County.

When we got our district we were called to a megptaly Mr. Ruto when he was the
Minister for Agriculture. He gave us a record ofmeyg that had come to Taita which was
supposed to be given to the Taveta. We did noagghing. We were shocked when we
attended that meeting in Mombasa.

We are asking for equality. Money will come and fhaveta will not get anything
because there is no equality. Everything will remai Taita. We do not refuse to be in
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that county but we ask that as Taveta we shouldogetsub-county so that we can
represent ourselves.
Thank you.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you very much counciou have
said so many things. Your presentation is very eersd we require a lot of time to
unpack it. | think you speak very well for your pém The people, who chose you, chose
well. | just want to go slowly through some of tiengs you said. First of all, with regard
to the men in the room, which is a valid concerodose you correctly said that this is a
women’s meeting, the gentlemen that you see indbm are people who work with the
Commission and have a patrticular field of expertideey are under oath and they also
subscribe to a particular code of conduct. Theesfthrey are people who have undergone
training. They respect women and respect womemsamurights. So, when you see them
there they are recording these proceedings savihain have an accurate record of what
happened when writing our report. We have beerelliag on the road since April and
we would not be able to remember everything.

These gentlemen have a machine which is recordirigel format called HANSARD so
they are reporting every single word the way ttegorted in Parliament. There are other
people there who are sound technicians and a camana The gentleman at the back
works with our communications department. All thes®ple are under oath. | hope the
women in the room are okay with that arrangemedtya are reassured.

You have spoken about how women who are widowed umd@er threat of being

disinherited in so many different ways. What | wbahy to that is there is now provision
in the law which encourages the registration of rrages even outside what we had
before. Before we had registration under the Afri€Ghristian Marriage and Divorce Act
that is where you go to church, you could get redriat the DC’s office, the Hindu

Marriage Rites are recognized and the Muslim MgeiRites are recognized. However,
Nnow you can even register a marriage carried oudteuraditional marriage rites of

whichever community. You can register that marriage get a certificate. That is one
way of stopping these endless and very expensivet gooceedings if your husband
unfortunately dies.

Councilor, | would encourage you to encourage wotsemake use of these provisions
in the law. As you say it is a very expensive eigrere. Also, even if one is not married,
the law provides that the father of a child is alesponsible for maintaining that child.
So, we need to also encourage the mothers that thiechild is born to put the name of
the father on the birth certificate. It is necegsty follow processes through the
children’s department and the children’s court. iBtegtion of documents is a process
that is there to help us.

In terms of inheritance, the Constitution now pd®s that girls and boys are equal. So it

is important for us to know our rights so that vight for them. Girls can inherit land
including traditional land.
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We have also unfortunately heard, and | neverzedlbefore that this is such a serious
problem in Kenya, about women being disinheritedigjr adult sons. That is something
that we have heard in the same way we have presénte is really very sad because
that woman remains the mother of those boys. Stieeisne who brought them into the
world. But now because they have their own famitiesy begin to find their mother a
nuisance. We heard this in Murang’a, Embu and soynaces. It is a very sad
reflection of who we are as a nation. It is reahameful and wrong if this is how we
treat our mothers.

In terms of the laws of succession, a widow haalzsolute right to inherit and in fact she
is first in the line of inheritance before the dnédn. Therefore, there is no way in which,
if we know our rights and demand our rights, we bardisinherited in this way. It is a
very sad situation but we must keep fighting. W Isado mapambano. We must keep
fighting for those rights because nobody wantsive ¢hem to us. Many people want to
take them away from us.

With regard to the rape of children | do not knovwwywyou were told not to speak about
that. We must speak about everything here. Thysis forum and we are her to listen to
you. Everybody should speak about what they feelsisful to them. On the issue of
sexual offences against children, this is reaNg®y serious issue. We have heard it at the
Coast, Central Province and the North Eastern nedie seem to have become a society
that feels it is okay to prey on this vulnerabletse of our society. The children are the
ones who are going to lead tomorrow. The childnenthe ones who are going to look
after us when we are older. Why do we think it kayto undermine their lives in this
way? It is a very serious issue and you are rigiaise it. This issue or corroboration and
the law of evidence which says that when a chilgs ssomething in order for that
evidence to be accorded the proper weight, thesetdhvde somebody else who says the
same thing when in court. That is what we call @ooration. However, there is another
way in which you can achieve this which is throdgtensic evidence. Many people do
not know that in cases of sexual assault of anty #we first thing that one wants to do is
to wash because it is such an awful thing one wintsmediately deny it and forget
about it. Therefore, people wash and when you washare destroying evidence. The
first thing people should do is to go to a hospitidspitals now are supposed to provide
P3 forms so you do not need to go to the polickostand then the hospital as has been
the practice.

Forensic evidence can be collected in hospitaiqaairly provincial hospitals. There is a

co-operation between the Ministry of Health and plodice investigators. This kind of

evidence can be provided in court and that, iffitsesufficient corroboration. When one

goes to the hospital one can also be given posisexp prophylactics to guard against
acquiring diseases such as HIV and AIDS becaudeigh@ow the other big problem. |

would encourage you also to encourage people toadikantage of those mechanisms.

Then with regard to the national park, 62 per cemtore than half the entire county. It is

awful that people are dispossessed and as youtsajdace is developing like Mathare.
We are seeing it. You can see it happening before gyes. | wonder; do you have
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discussions with people who are surrounded by phkksyourself, for example the
people in Narok where Maasai Mara is? What are th@gyg? Are you able to learn
anything from them?

Ms. Dorothy Munene: To say the truth we have not had such discussitesare told
that that is a national park. When our borders wiemaarcated in 1966 it shows that the
national park is in Taveta. But the Government waent registered it as a division on its
own. Who will we speak to? We can also have a gaserve so that we can also enjoy.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): So you are talking aboutdifference
between national park and game reserve. So fome gaserve the surrounding people
are able to get some benefit and for the natioagd pll the profit goes to the...

Ms. Dorothy Munene: Yes, for a game reserve the residents of the asedeanefits
because most of them are in charge but the natparks are under the jurisdiction of the
Government.

Commissioner Chawatama: | was just going to say that like any Commonweatibinty
the courts in Kenya have a provision to assistpber. Justice is supposed to be for
everybody. There is a provision in the laws thattbat when a poor person comes to the
court the money they are supposed to pay shoulddeed. This is because money
should not stand in the way of justice. | think af¢hings we will do is to recommend to
the Judiciary that they need to come out and spealeople on some of these things so
that people know the kind of services that arelalba so that they do not shy away from
the courts and so that they get justice.

Speaking as a person who has handled cases inga¢herrape of children, we really had
to undergo very special training in order to untherd the mind of the child. Sometimes a
child can be raped over a period of three montlisyat when she is talking to you it is
like it is one incident. | think one of the thing® have to recommend is that there should
be special training for the judges and magistrétasdling children’s cases. This is
because half the time the law is there but if thepgte who are applying the law do not
even understand what they are supposed to do,iakpecen, with due respect to men
they do not want to pay attention when it is rapsecor defilement. They do not want to
exercise any patience in wanting to understand wghegally going on. They just gloss
over issues.

Again, this is one of the things we will say to theliciary because we are also inviting
them. They really need to do something on the ittgiof the people handling children’s
cases.

I think that is all | wanted to cover. Thank you.
Ms. Rebecca Mutua: Thank you very much, my sister. | have been resdntb
announce that if there is any news reporter apamt the ones of the commission, even if

you are a lady, we kindly ask you to leave becawseare not allowed in this meeting.
We have heard issues of the community and | wokidtb ask if there is any lady seated

Kenya National Library Hall, Wundanyi 10 Tuesday, 24" January, 2012



here who has gone through oppression and wouldtdikepeak even when she has not
recorded a statement? | will give her that oppotyun

Ms. Vigilance Wamona: My name is Vigilance Wamona, the Assistant Chiéf o
Kandungu. | have two issues. The first one is #ipgiointments nowadays are done at the
Permanent Secretary’s office. Women at the gratsamnot have access to newspapers.
Sometimes, when you see an advertisement you rthigig that interviews are done at
the Provincial Commissioners officer but you fircht interviews are done in Nairobi.
So, we ask Commissioners to request the Governorewiur behalf so that interviews
can come back to the district headquarters as éefor

Secondly, regarding the appointment of chiefs, meet@ld that you have to be married in
order to be a chief. That is one of the qualificas. But there is nowhere it says that a
man must be married. | know that | went to schowl ham qualified. When we were in
the African Women Guild it was said that the appoent of women would be increased
to 50 per cent because we are looking for gendealig Up to now, we have not even
achieved 30 per cent. So, what effort are you pgtitn so that you can defend us to get
those positions?

We have female lawyers but we do not have an offiahe grassroots. There should be
offices at the district or divisional levels becawgomen have a lot of problems but they
are not able to get assistance. The other burrssigei is inheritance. We have many
issues with inheritance in Taita. A woman cannoteha title deed. Taita women are
depended upon because they are breadwinners. Wéhaiskve should be given the
ability to have our names on the title deed. Treeee cases of sodomy and defilement.
These have been major problems in Taita Tavetah&Ve some cases where an old man
defiled a child who was mentally disabled. The caeat to court and he was released on
bond. He again defiled her a second time and keptrhthe bushes for a week. We do
not know what is happening to such a case. Whemgaveo Wundanyi we are that the
case was transferred but the old man is free. Wasking the Commission about anyone
who sodomises or defiles a child should be givaroad because it affects the child.
When he is given a bond and they meet with thedahivill not be able to go to school.
We ask that these issues be reviewed. Thank yguwech.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you, very much. | ary\happy
that you are an Assistant Chief. Before, we newaduto see women ride bicycles or
wearing uniforms. We are now happy and proud thacan do all these things without
any stigma. | am very shocked at something you. $2idi | hear you properly? Did you
say that a chief has to be married? Is it a wonhéef or any chief?

Ms. Vigilance Wamona: That applies to all but it oppresses us. You &lgee to be
above 30 years old.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): | do not know what the miowvis are with

regard to any other job in the provincial admiragon but | find that surprising. | know
that in the Ministry women in military service wib@came pregnant had to immediately

Kenya National Library Hall, Wundanyi 11 Tuesday, 24" January, 2012



leave service. That was revised and it is not #ee @nymore. So, | find this provision a
little bit surprising. Are you in a position to les know where that law is written?

Ms. Vigilance Wamona: It is not written anywhere even in the Public $ezv
Commission Act but they insist on it.

Commissioner Chawatama: | can give you two examples in Zambia where it wager

a law but people were mischievous and if they warkeep something away from you

they make up something. Sometimes, they will tak®lecy and then tell you that it is a

law and over time because people talk about it aner over again, they start to believe
that it is a law. For example, if you want to gayet a passport for your child they would
ask you for consent from your husband. When youtkal you did not marry the man

then they would demand from the father. Women inaoyntry believed that it was the

law. So, they would go to the man and beg him ga $he consent and yet it was just a
policy. The matter was then challenged in court aedcourt confirmed that it was just a
bad policy. So, for anybody to say that you havébeomarried to become a chief, it
discriminates and is contrary to the Constitutidimat is something that you must

challenge. I hope that you will do. It will takenman to challenge it. | am sure that the
men see that there is nothing wrong.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): | can share my own expegiedy Kenya
passport is supposed to be valid for ten yearsad @nce issued with a passport for one
year and | was in a hurry to travel. When | reactiedlother end | was asked why my
passport is for one year. | was very confused ahénwl went to the immigration
department and asked for answers, they told methilegtdid not make a mistake. They
said that the young women like to go away becauseungu has promised to marry you
then you go and get stuck in Germany. | complagred was given a five year passport.
That was a policy of the Government and they wewng young women one year
passport. That was completely illegal. Unless vk land are alive to our rights we will
continue to be discriminated against. So, do na¢ gp.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, Madam Assistant Chief. We are grateédause we
have so many leaders in this meeting. | have aligsues that we have spoken about. |
am asking now if there is any woman who has begresged personally and she is
painful. We do not want anybody to go back with plaén.

Councillor Mary Aleka: My name is Councillor Mary Aleka and | am a coliociin
Miruga Ward. | am also the vice chairman of our ogssion in Taita Taveta. If it is
bitterness, | have a lot of that. | do not wanspeak about it. | am only worried about
one thing. My wish is that if this Commission isdarposition then it should help women.
The problems that | have gone through, | cannoh epeak. | should not even be alive. |
could have died long time ago just because of baioguncillor. When | was here, | told
the chief that | want to leave because what is@gspoken here reminds me of what |
went through. | took my husband to court and he ewawicted.

(Women broke into song)
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| am worried about the women who are married aeg thant electoral seats. Right now
we have a new Constitution and it says that 30cpat should be women. | do not think
that the 30 per cent will be achieved. If it wi# lachieved it will be for the women who
are not married. | am not going to vie for any gosi | live with my husband because |
am protecting my fellow women because they camolibthat women leadership is not
good. | have a shamba now and built a house. | haskgld in Kenyatta University and
my husband said that he cannot educate a girlrkedohard until my daughter continued
with her education. I am requesting this Commisdioreducate the men. Let them
understand that women can also lead. When you aaaitical seat, then you have to
arrive home late. It got to a point where | askgdhusband to give me a vehicle with a
female driver and a female bodyguard. For a woroabet interested in a political seat
she goes through a lot of problems. | can assutetlyat since | went into politics |
separated rooms with my husband. The problemghmgogh are many.

The reason why | am sad is that as women we dweteach other. Women speak ill of
others who are in politics. | have gone through ynamoblems. | have slept in the toilet
on two occasions. He had kicked me out of the houseant to encourage those who
want seats, but let them know that there are maobplgms associated with it. My
husband is a teacher and | have never seen hislipayl have educated my children
through working in the farm. As a mother | had torkvhard. Let us work together as
women, meet in workshops, get civil education awe leach other. We should help each
other and speak the truth. If it is a case of a arahwoman bring them together and let
them talk to each other.

| sometime listen to programmes on the FM raditicsta and | get very bitter when |
hear that women are not good leaders. There arg hwnes in Taita here where women
are in charge. As a woman if you are not commityeair children will not eat, go to
school or even sleep.

If my heart was at peace | would tell you what VYdé@one through in my life with my
husband. | am still with him but | had taken himcturt. My worker is the one that has
saved my life on three occasions. On the first sicta he took a mortar, came in the
house and threatened to kill me. He told me thatld not die, | will not do that job. He
brought chairs and the radio. He wanted to breakelevision but was restrained by my
son. In the last occasion before | reported theen&b the police he had refused to take
my child to the university. | asked him why he hat even bothered to open the letters
addressed to the child. He assaulted me in frontyo€thildren. He even said he does not
know the fathers of my children. He told the clhaldito ask me to tell them their fathers.

(Women broke into song)
The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Chawatama): Thank you very muchriwting us.
| speak for every woman gathered here with the tfaah you had to endure. It reminds

me of stories that | have often heard about thes dif a pioneer; how pioneers really
suffer. They suffer because most of the time orlpedl the time, it is not about them but
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about the people who are coming because they halged and gone through so much
pain. They have been so broken. There is a versieeiBible that says that unless the
seed falls to the ground it cannot germinate. Isansad. That seed has to die before it
can bear much fruit. So, my dear sister you areed sind you fell on the ground and you
are now going to bear fruit. If women give up amdmbt vie for seats, a vacuum will be
created and that vacuum has to be filled. So, yau imagine the consequences of
women giving up. We are going to have parliamenteh alone. We will have men in
the judiciary and everywhere. It would be said that women of Kenya have given up.
Sorry for the pain that you have suffered. My pragehat the pain is not in vain. | know
and believe that despite the words that were spbkeyour husband, | know that your
children have a lot of love and a lot of respeat you. | also know that they are
succeeding. Your daughter who is at the univerbdg kept that commandment of
honouring you as her mother. So, my dear sisted, §omfort in having been here and
having shared with us. You will continue to makeifierence. Please, do not give up
despite the fact that you have land and built ashodhe reason why you are going
through so much pain is that yours is a calling wheén you have a calling, you can run
but you have to come back to do the work that yaeetbeen called to do. So, you cannot
give up. When you want to give up, think of Jonald gust say, yes, Lord here | am use
me and continue. You will stand and you will congrto be a councillor. You will stand
and go to Parliament.

Councillor, | have never been here although | akeayan. | have been to Voi many
times but | have never climbed this beautiful maimt| will always remember the first
time | came here because very important things feeen said in this room. | was in
Kitui where we had a meeting like this. | want &l tyou that the Assistant Minister,
Wavinya Ndeti raised the issue you have raised. &hid that the husbands need
counseling. When you are in Parliament with fellmamen Parliamentarians and men
also, you need to talk to everybody including mérmwre colleagues. This makes us be
called names. We were in Kilifi and a woman spoagrgy that she is fighting for the
rights of women who are working in the salt minéghen she went to complain to a
public official he opened his desk drawer and dasea packet of condoms. He told her
to stop doing that work and do the work that woraes known for doing. These are the
attitudes that we have to fight. You are very ocrte say that we need to do a lot of
civic education for men. We are the examples far @hldren. Your children are not
going to be like their father because they canhseeand they can see you. They can
know who is doing the right thing. We are judged are are where we are because the
women who have gone ahead of us have had couragegth and they have not given
up. The women who are going to come after us ared wbu will have that courage and
strength because we do not give up. We are allséime. Our tribe is one and it is
“woman”. The things that happen to a woman who Mimister are the same things that
happen to the woman who helps you wash clothe®uim lgouse and they happen to us
because we are women.

So, when those issues come up, the 30 per censttedked about is because we want to

serve everybody including women, men, boys, ginid people living with disability. We
care about the whole community. We care about é@guahd we also care about
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everybody in every culture. We are tired of beimgcdminated against. So, we are going
to continue to fight for these positions where va@ emake decisions. People who make
decisions about our lives do not take our needs atcount. | keep telling this story
about how when we were fighting for availabilitys#nitary towels so that girls can go to
school, we went to talk to the Minister for Finanhe was very surprised because he said
that the reason why sanitary towels were beingdatehe same rate as luxury goods like
whisky and cigarettes is because they thoughtduaitary towels are things that we put
in our hair. They thought it was a beauty prodddte people who sit in the Budget
Committee are men. Once you explain to those menrhach money they are paying
their wives and daughters they quickly saw our pdimtially, there was nobody to tell
them because we are not in those positions. Fellomen, we must continue to occupy
those spaces.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you Commissioner. | would like to reitertite issues that
you raised here. You have said things about Tadtaew; it is not only the Taita women
but all the Kenyan women. Where | come from ifdyldoes not work hard the child will
not go to school. So, it is our responsibility asmen to make sure that our children get
educated and fight for our rights. If you want ®dleader, go for it and fellow women
should support you.

We agreed that the issues that we speak aboubwileft here. Do not go and speak
about what has been said here even if you havexparienced it yourself. Tomorrow, it
could be you but we do not wish that you go throughVe pray that you may have a
good family. Is there any other lady who has soingtpersonal to say?

Ms. Margaret Mkacharo: Commissioners, my name is Margaret Mkacharo. laam
person with disability. My pain is on the issueleddership. When a woman is a leader
somewhere the men are not usually happy. | wasdisability group in Voi and was
elected as the chairperson. At that time, | usediitee. Men came together and said that
they do not want to be led by a woman. One manntekred to come and lead the
organization. | went through a lot of difficultieshad to quit that position before my
term elapsed. | decided to go to the Social Sesvi@#icer for assistance. The social
officer did not take any action. | went back a settme and no action was taken. | went
back again for a third time but still no action waken. | took the matter to the chief and
he promised to look into the matter. They discugbedssue with the social officer but
nothing was done. So, the social officer decidedrinounce for an election. After that
someone went to Malindi FM station and talked abssues touching on my name. | was
very bitter about it. Even right now, | am stilkter. | know that he cannot bring together
all the disabled people. Actually, women have maioplems.

Women have many problems. Look at small positichs deader of disabled persons.
You are hit until you even fall off your seat. Thatlly oppresses us, as women. We, as
women, have to change and love each other. If yeuasfellow woman going through
that, why do you not sit together and agree toseto go through that? Why should this
woman be removed from her position without doingthimg wrong? Any group has its
constitution and it is clear on how a person sholddd. We should follow the
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constitution. If it says that it is two years, thelme should serve for two years. Women
really have to love each other. If there is a worgading us, let us support her so that
she can go where she wants to be. But if we saythkamen are the ones who will take
us there, then they will become leaders everywhgren in our houses, if a man is doing
something that is not right and we, as women, &ay it is not right, we should be
listened to.

That is my pain. God bless you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry! We understand how we are being oppresseah kee two
hands. Do you have a personal experience? | wikddMama Hilda Mgendi to speak
about the widows and orphans.

Ms. Hilda Mgendi: Thank you. My name is Hilda Mgendi. | am in pagchuse | am a
widow. We were two widows but the other lady wasrdewed in the house. When she
was murdered, these issues were taken lightly bedaas buried. After her burial, the
family turned against me. They claimed that | am ¢dime who arranged and killed their
mother. When my co-wife was murdered, | reportedhi® police station. The police
came and took her body. | told the police to taketpgraphs so that we could know who
committed the crimes, but that was not done. Wherget to the mortuary, | told them:
“I want this woman to go through the postmortemobefthe burial.” | was told that the
officer in charge of postmortem was in Voi. We tdltem to come to Witu for the
postmortem. The doctor said that he could not weaithe postmortem expert. That was
done before the policemen and someone else thas lith. When the postmortem was
done, we buried her and kept quiet.

Later, it was alleged that | arranged for the murdegot a lot of problems. All the
children turned against me.

(The witness broke down)

When that was over, we sat and talked about itstaded getting on well. Later, again,
issues came up. An in-law of mine was murdered enigaisly and the Government did

not take any action. In Mburia region, people dssgy mysteriously and nothing is done
about it. Also, people are murdered and buried, Wwetdo not see the arm of the
Government following it up on our behalf. | knowatithe Government has postmortem
experts and it can follow up cases of murder, s tte culprits can be arrested. If that
had happened, the children would not turn againstamd say that | did it. That is

because there would be someone who will have beested for murder.

There are two people who got lost just a few days & woman got lost in Mburia and
we do not know if she was murdered. | ask this Cassion to fight for our rights on that
issue because we feel that we are being discrisdrnagainst.

On the issue of orphans, there are children whdedirdéoehind. Some of them are very
bright and do very well in school. We, thereforgk &r some assistance in such cases.
There are times when orphans pass examinationthagdare given money for one term
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only. They will just drop out. One of them droppedt of school and finally got
pregnant at a very young age. This is a problernoprof problems.

That is what | have to say.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you, Mama. Sorry for what you have gone tghouGod
will help you because the truth really saves people

We would like to hear from a woman who will spedboat compensation. She was
injured at her workplace and was not compensated.

Ms. Anastacia Mwasaka: Thank you. | had worked for 15 years in good heabit
when | got injured, | was thrown out like some Iraghe doctors were on strike when |
got my injury. | was laid off and do not have cindd to assist me. | got injured in
November, 1997. That was when my problems staReght now, my tongue and saliva
have turned yellow. When | eat, | feel a burningssgion. | also feel like my ribs are
deformed. On my back, there is a bone that is deddr | got a lot of problems and up to
now, | have not been paid. | have children whoimisehool and some of them are unable
to go to school. | do not have a husband. | am Isschuse most sisal workers get
problems and are laid off without pay. Many of thget injured and no one cares. You
have to report to work at 4.00 a.m. and go backeéhat8.00 p.m. and you have children
at home alone. Our children in Mwatate are unablgd to school because of lack of
fees. When we go to our chiefs and Members of &adnt, we are told to go and work
hard in order to educate our children.

| would also like to speak about the people whoehasen laid off without pay. Most of
them have been out for a long time and have nat beempensated. They did not steal
anything but they were laid off.

Others are oppressed on their land. | have a litier the chief. They told me that this
land does not belong to me but my neighbour. | aable to get a title deed because | am
told that the number is not mine. How will this dabhe my neighbour’s and yet, he has
his land and | am on the other side? | do not lgarents and | am unable to get the title
deed of the shamba.

Also, my daughter went to Mombasa with a man. Wiery got there, the man became a
drunkard. He beats and bites her and yet, sheegnpnt with his child. She is barred
from sitting with her neighbours because he fe®s they will teach her how to live. The
man leaves for work in the morning and she doesknotv anyone there who can assist
her. She suffers a lot. When | go to the chieftdtise me that | am the one who spoilt my
children. So, my daughter has got a lot of problem#gombasa. When | called the man,
he would say: “Do not give me problems. | will colmeme at the right time.” How will
we assist our children? The chief was bribed ardt $&/hy did this girl not report to the
village elder? Why did she not go to the hospitad eecord a statement with the police?”
Since the girl is new in the area, she would neehanown where the hospital was. That
has given me a lot of pain, but | thank God becabgeis here. All parents should have a
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heart to assist our children. Let us not favourrtfage child, because the pain of a child is
equal for both girls and boys.

Thank you for listening to me. | have spoken ondbedf the sisal workers who have a
lot of problems. We do not know if the Truth, Justand Reconciliation Commission can
help us in any way. Some have worked for up to&4y.

Commissioner Chawatama: Can | ask you a few questions? You can sit dowyoif
want.

Do you know how much the people working in the ISisans are paid?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: They are paid in sections. The lowest paid se¢idfshs180
per day. The ones who cut sisal get Kshs290. Bhidwei highest paid worker. That pay is
little and the work is very hard.

Commissioner Chawatama: Do the men and women get the same pay?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: There are several sections. One of them involvésmgusisal
and farming. There are those who take the sissihéomachines which make brushes.
There is one person whose hand was cut off.

Commissioner Chawatama: So, if the men and women work in the same section,
they get the same pay?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: No! Some of them are paid little and some more. For
example, those who cut sisal and the brush makerpaad differently. The lowest paid
are the ones on the farm.

Commissioner Chawatama: What sort of diseases have you seen in the 15 ylats
you worked on the sisal farm that people suffered eesult of working on these farms?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: For example, right now, when | go home, | cannothded
work. When visitors come home, | am unable to cdo&annot carry big jericans of
water. | cannot also farm because some of myaibsdeformed. | also have a problem
on my back.

Commissioner Chawatama: When you were laid off, | believe you said thatvais on
medical grounds. Were you referred to a doctor?tbeddoctor write to the company?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: | have a document here showing that | went to do¢tevas
told that | should be given light duties, but tivegre unable to implement that. They told
me that if | did not want to work, then | couldst@ home. | could not do the work of
uprooting the seedlings, because | was sick.
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Commissioner Chawatama: We would be very happy if you could share with s t
documents that you have, so that they can assistais did not leave your workplace
because you wanted to, but you were not well. Wymn asked for your compensation
for the 15 years, what did your employer say?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: The Company said that if | were unable to workhddd stay

at home until 1 got well. | continue with medicati@nd have to buy medicine from
private hospitals. When | got injured, the doctaese on strike and hence, did not get
the right treatment but | bought some medicine latet went for an X-ray.

Commissioner Chawatama: Thank you very much.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): | just have one questioryfor. What is
the name of the company or sisal estate?

Ms. Anastasia Mwasaka: It is called Mwatate/Taita Sisal Estate.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Sorry, give us the documents that you talked adouéve four
women who are left and time is lapsing. The comioiess have another sitting in the
afternoon. So, | would like you to take three measivhen you come to speak.

I would like Jemima Zena to explain about the tiadal and cultural beliefs, but, please,
do not repeat what has been said.

Ms. Jemima Zena: | would like to thank you all. My name is Jemimandefrom
Mburia. | am a children’s counselor. | will spedkoat traditions and customs. We are
Taitas and some people still hold on to traditiatsch affect the life of the girl-child.
That affected my life, despite the fact that my Imeot worked hard to support my
education. | was able to go up to Form Four. Whgatlto Form Four, | continued with
my education and went to a private secretariakgell | took a course in office reception.
The office where | was working had a lot of visgotJsually, if you are a lady who is
exposed professionally, you are noticeable. Whenggi an opportunity and you tell the
old men about it, they take it lightly. For examplehad a male friend whom we
understood each other well. We courted for two gebut when | brought up the issue
before my parents, they ignored it. Since thehag affected my life. By God’s grace, |
forgave them and continued serving in the churdte &lderly say that a woman cannot
tell them anything despite her being educated. Méelsl fight that situation.

The other issue that affected me is the weaknessiifamily. One elder in our village
came and asked me: “Do you know that your blessergsin church? When your
grandfather changed churches, everything of yowas destroyed.” So, it got to a point
where | was interviewed to be a pastor. During itierview, | was asked certain
guestions. All those who were interviewing me weren and did not want to agree with
my answers. My heart was broken and | let the dppdy go but by God’s grace, | am
still going on.

Thank you.
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Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you. Continue to have courage. God has gyeengifts
which you should use because He is the one whimtsgiing you.

Evangelist Eileen, please take five minutes to lspd@ut the drug abuse issue.

Ms. Eileen Mwaita: Our commissioners, all protocols observed. We ac&y to have
such a Commission in Kenya. | am happy because thex sign that what we are talking
about will have a solution. | congratulate the Cassion for that. Regarding drug abuse
or alcoholism in general, if we are not carefulr Qounty of Taita Taveta will continue
to lag behind. | did a research recently and foontdthat our children in schools have
started what we callgoro, which is a drugUgoro is tobacco. At the moment, even in
schools Voi, children are eating tobacco. The ¢ffet all that is that, men are not able to
perform and sire children. If that continues, ocowrty will not have people.

The other thing that | have seen is incest. Becafisdcoholism, you will find a girl
being impregnated by her uncle or even father. Sssures are hidden and they just pay
for the damage in silence. Also, as the fathersicoa to drink alcohol, their sons follow
the same example. The women are really sufferind stnuggling as a result of
alcoholism. There is an incident where a boy smdiesihg and went home. He asked
the mother whether or not food was ready. Whennto¢gher said that she was still
cooking, he picked a stone and hit the mother &weddéed. He was arrested and taken to
Shimo La Tewa Prison.

Again, husbands die due to alcoholism and the woanereft as widows. The sons start
selling the family property and the mothers cariredp.

Taita Taveta is lagging behind in terms of educatiohave been a teacher for many
years and | know that Taita used to lead in CoestiRce when it came to examinations.
Last year, we were second last and today, we @k list. That pains me a lot because
our children are not even called for interviewsedhildren from Taita are very few in
the university. In the end, we will not have prafiesals in this area. This is an issue that
we should take into account as women. | will vie the post of a women’s
representative because we have been crying ar@dabhernment has heard us by creating
seats reserved for women.

Even in churches, if you are a woman, they justigainst you. They do not give you
what you really deserve. Women should continueetsttong.

Why do men drink? Is it because of women? Why @y to looking for mistresses? Is it
that they lack something from their wives? A resbashould be done concerning
alcoholism. | am also undertaking the same resediwére is a book that I am writing on
re-education of men. This is because men havevtafien who are affected more.

I will leave it at that and | am ready to be askeg questions.
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Commissioner Chawatama: | think we are also asking ourselves the questidfy are
men drinking so much? Why is there a rise in drogsa?” | think some of the answers
that we have come across include lack of employmden have lost their means of
supporting their families and became depressedy Tihd it easier to get drunk or use
drugs, which is also very sad.

You said in your opening remarks that you saw a sigsolutions that this Commission
will give regarding what is being talked about hdrthink Commissioner Shava should
address the issue of the weight of the recommemtathat we are going to make.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): | will start by asking yourépeat your
name.

Ms. Eileen Mwaita: | am Evangelist Eileen Mwaita. | would like to atltht we have
poverty problems, but | thank God because | wagddbr a meeting in our university. |
was happy to see even women being given certicide studying religion for two
weeks. The women should not be ignorant. We shiookli for ways of being educated. |
am happy that we have minerals in Taita, but waatdknow them.

We should not just sit, but we should look for wayseing educated. | thank God for
this woman. For sure she was there, and | am askatgshe is given a chance to talk to
us about the mines. | am happy that here in Ta#tdawe mines and minerals but we do
not know more about minerals. We are here and wesaying that we are benefitting a
lot from minerals. | have looked at the newspajgetisles concerning the minerals. The
national parks have a lot of minerals. So, Godiikassed us a lot.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Humility is the beginningadifwisdom.
Sometimes when we are going around the countrylisten to people blaming other
people, for everything that happens to them. Ivesy encouraging listening to this
discussion and especially to what you have just. 34k notice that over here, there are
mines; why do we not know what goes on there? Wayau not benefitting from them?

I would encourage that kind of attitude.

| just have one question for you before | go toifisele of our recommendations, which is
about education. My own mother benefitted from adioa in this region; she came to
high school here but we are not from here. So, ipeleed, the education standards here
were very high and there were opportunities forptedrom all over Kenya. As a teacher
of many years, can you tell us why is it that tdeiGtion standards have fallen in the
way that they have?

Ms. Eileen Mwaita: | appreciate that question and | will speak théhtré’erhaps | will
not name names, but the other time we had a PDEcesim@ from the lower section. And
as we used to hear, his agenda was that sinceWastdeading, that his people had to be
elevated at our cost. So, he would transfer thel geachers.
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Another problem is drunkenness. | used to atterdA@GK Church and they elected me
the education secretary. | travelled through theole/tof Taita and discovered that
drunkenness has affected teachers. In fact, tloheesswho are in the interiors where the
inspectors do not go do not report. A person iskwgy very far from the education
office, so, he or she does what he or she wanesy €an miss going to work and instead
work in theirshamba. So, drunkenness and lack of inspection contribtdethe downfall

in performance. The worst thing is drug abuse, b&eavith alcohol, it is the teachers
together with the students who are affected. Thathe situation. There is also the
competition for the girls in some mixed schoolst Ewample, there is one school that is
known as Mwangeta for boys, but it is now a gid&hool and that will continue. Once
you have a mixed school for both boys and girls) fiod that the teachers may like a
certain girl and you find enmity cropping up betweteachers and boys. This has
happened in a school that | will not mention, he school was burnt down because of
the rivalry over girls. So, we have such situatiargd it is very unfortunate. But
personally, just like two weeks ago, | went to District Education Officer (DEO) in
Voi and | told him this. Sam, my late husband amwdete teachers and we visited these
schools when they were doing very well. In facthi@ta High School was doing very
well that those who were going to university frdme school were more than all the other
schools combined in the district. | think thatTastas, we should be serious because if
we continue joking, our children will not get jobad our tribe or community will not
have any people because of drunkenness. So, hbwaeviive as women? We have proof
here, as our sister told us that it is a very ssrimatter.

God bless you.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Okay, we shall continue. | would like to call leasldrom
Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Group who are here. Pleasemnissioners, we would like to
go for another meeting and listen to another mgetiwould like all the three of them to
come here and speak, but they should take threatesin

Yes, the leaders from Maendeleo ya Wanawake Group!

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Leaders, please, come forwatttank
Maendeleo ya Wanawake for being here. They have Wwéh us in many places namely
northern Kenya, Mt. Elgon and other places. Soreeegnize you and we thank you for
participating and you are very much exposed tasbees. So, we are sure that you will
give us just a good, quick summary of all the tkitigat we have been talking about so
that we can go to the public hearing where we aldb be interacting with men.

Mrs. Josephine Mboje: Commissioners, ladies and gentlemen, good aftetnbn
name is Josephine Mboje and | am teacher by piofedscome from Tausa Division of
Voi Constituency. | have a lot of issues but sorhthem have been mentioned here. In
Maendeleo ya Wanawake, | am the Vice ChairladytalBaveta County, and | have been
working here for the last 15 years doing commumityk from CDF and education. |
have been a chairman of school boards and everetati of Coast Water. | have seen a
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lot of things and | am sorry to say that some efhthwe have caused them and we do not
want to get out. A woman of this county is verygeering; they do not like talking
about issues which affect them, and this is becafiske culture. Culture has affected
them and religion has affected them too. | wouke ko state here that | am a lay reader
and | stand in the church and preach but sometimasgticize it. Culture makes us
restrictive. Normally, when a man marries, theyl Wmly a chicken and a goat for you to
keep you in the home so that you do not leavehbate and you do not go late in that
home.

The other thing is keeping silent. If you find amwpg in that home, you must not mention
it elsewhere. Even the preachers say that you tl&nmwv this husband, but tonight, you
will start knowing him. But whatever you discoveorhh him, do not say it outside, you
keep quiet. That is sickening! So, women keep qaret they persevere. | have seen
women staying alone for years, bringing up theilden and you think they are widows,
only to discover that their man is in town and h# @@me back when he is very old and
the women takes it as if it is normal or okay. WHemention it to them, they say;
“maybe it is you, educated women; you are bringadeas which should not be there.”
and they believe that all that work is theirs. Il teem that the Bible | read tells me all
this work is the man’s work; mine is to assist. Howne you are saying that this entire
job you were given by God? The Bible does not dt.tIn religion, we are told
submission and obedience, and it is over-emphasizétee church. But when it comes to
the responsibility of the man, it is hardly mengdmand it makes me feel sad. Because of
that, women are being abused day in, day out. Tisgplysical abuse and | have heard
somebody mention here that they are beaten wittstep It is as if they have decided to
do that. One woman came with a broken hand behesevas trying to avoid that stick
hitting her and even the husband did not take didrospital. We contributed money to
take her to hospital. | told her that | can help get justice but she said that she will
forgive him. She came later and told us that shiefbaiven him, and still that woman is
being abused. The other day she came to me anan®lithat her husband had taken all
the goats to take them to the ranch, only to go s®idthem and get drunk. | told her:
“Last time | told you that if you had put this manfor a short time, this time he would
not have misbehaved. But you forgave him.”

What | would like to say is that sometimes womemavused, but the process of seeking
justice is not easy. Sometimes a woman or a girajsed, you go to the hospital, get
treatment and you are told to go for the P3 foromfthe police station, but that form will
not be completed until a certain day when the doetii be available. You end up
moving up and down, and if you have no resources, will just give up. | have seen
many women with P3 forms which are not filled omgeted and they are useless. That
process should be improved so that when you argligated, the form should be filled
immediately. Raping, even of married women, is gaam. One woman was telling me
that she was seated with the brother who had conaisit, the man came drunk, grabbed
her and told her: “You think you came here to tglky came here to have sex with me,”
and she was grabbed and led to the bedroom. Thaipisg. It cannot be sex to be
enjoyed. Or, the man comes drunk and while on thg starts to sing: “Make sure you
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have removed your underwear; | am on the way corhi@dgrely, that is sickening to a
woman and it is emotionally upsetting. That is napi

It has been mentioned here that incest is very comim Taita, and yet they are saying
that they are very religious and the same womehneil even speak out. One told me
that the husband who is old, a grandfather, is siming a grandchild and all the woman
does in the morning is to use some hot water tar relieve the pain of the grandchild;
and you accept that and you do not want to talkuai@ It is sickening! Maybe it is
because you were told not to talk, but if we armgdo change things then we must start
talking. If we are going to change anything, we trelose women to represent us in
those decision making organs because laws are ma@arliament. If we have no
women there, whatever law they make, they will matke one which favours you. |
remember | was teaching and | never got my allowarecause | am a married woman
and the husband is supposed to take care of meniBe,is taxed, but it was a law made
there. Every two houses you go, you will find d giith children and nobody is taking
care of them. It was a law that was passed. Evenwith the new Constitution, a lot of
education is required because if you tell a maou“gre responsible for my child,” he
will deny it and that finishes that girl because slannot go any further. They do not
know what to do if the man refuses to take respmiitgi Many men avoid responsibility.
They stay away and wait for the woman to educagecttildren only to come back later
and demand whatever you are getting from your sbmsy even want the dowry. Some
stay away and they come back sick and they wagbtback to the wife. A man comes
back after being away for ten years, you have lad@me here and when you tell him to
go for HIV/AIDS test, he refuses. The women teluy“Your husband has come back,
you better forgive him. You know he has been brougitck by God.” So, she welcomes
him back only to discover that the man was sick smwh, both of them are going to die.
The few who are courageous to refuse — | remenmeiro Mkwachuni who refused and
even in the church, she was told that she was doimgpng thing, but she refused to have
him back. She said that she had been alone alleghes and if he agrees, they should go
for testing at the hospital and then they can giklta normal life, but the man refused.
Within a very short time, the man started beconsiol and he died alone. He left the
woman, but she was a courageous woman. Some hamesotieven homes but the
woman will persevere just to be called “Mrs. Sondbb| have seen women who have
decided they do not want to get married; they &aeedt women but the women will not
respect her. Even if she wants leadership, theyt&lilher that she is not married and yet
those marriages which they have are not worthngali marriage. But if you are not
married, that is wrong. We need to stop these abuSeme women stopped working
because they have been told by their husbands $o dahey want to marry them.

Anyway, there are very many abuses. | had writtewrdvery many, but we need to
change. If you are poor, the man will abuse youwBygayment has also contributed to
the abuse. Some have commercialized it by sayihMy Haughter is a university
graduate, so bring Kshs400, 000 as dowry,” andoayusee people discussing as if they
are selling something and the men are the ones didruss, not even the women.
Women, please, let us change. When it comes tddiey of our daughters, we should
be the ones to talk, not them and it should be maiiijust to seek blessings and not for
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somebody to think that they own you now. Becausg thaid that dowry, now you are
his property. No, we do not want to be a propeftgamebody. We want him to respect
us and we respect them.

They should not have authority over us and maks#ousnything they want us to do.

About land issues, the Constitution allows us to@soperty, but | do not think in Taita
men want to give women land. Make sure they dondke sure that when property is
being registered, it is jointly registered in thames of the wife and husband. Some
women take care of cows at home but when a maneetd come and sell it, he will sell
it and you will not even be told how much it wasds@nd yet you are the one who has
been taking care of it. It is not fair! So, forraarried man, it is mandatory; all property
should be jointly owned, including cows, goats ahitken.

(Applause)

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you very much. | thivik have
managed basically to cover very many issues. Wehare today and we are here
tomorrow. This afternoon we are proceeding to thielip hearings. This is the women’s
forum, so it is only for us. In the public hearingse are going to also hear a lot of other
issues. So, | will encourage you to, please, coitie ws. Rebecca will now tell us where
the venue for the public hearings is. We will bengal by our fellow Commissioners
either later today or early tomorrow for the pulbiEarings.

I would like to make a few remarks but before theds there another lady from
Maendeleo ya Wanawake so that she can just statihswe can recognize her, because
we have run out of time?

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: She hurt her leg and she has gone to hospital.wgisehere
yesterday.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): | am very sorry. That is okayst wanted
to recognize her.

Who else is from Maendeleo ya Wanawake? If you,jeanhstand where you are so that
we can recognize you.

(Maendel eo ya Wanawake representatives stood up)
Thank you very much for coming. | think and hopattany of the things and issues
that you wanted to speak about have been covdrétere are any particular issues you
feel have not been covered, we have statementstakere with us and you are
encouraged to write a memorandum and leave it thighm so that it can form part of the
records of the Commission. So, we thank you verghmu

(A lady stood up in her place)
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You wanted to say something?
Mrs. Fridah M. Mwadime: | have two issues.

The Presiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): You know we actually haveppeavho
have already set up. | am so sorry. But, mayball just give you just half a minute just
because | know you want to speak. But restrict g@lfito things which have not been
spoken about because | think we covered a lotsofeis. Come in front and, please, focus
on the two issues only.

Mrs. Fridah M. Mwadime: Okay. Thank you very much. My names are Fridah
Mwaganga Mwadime and | am a teacher by professiam also a social worker and |
am in charge of several boards in this county. Qfrthem is Shimari Girls High School.

| appreciate all the issues that the women havkespabout. Mine is just two issues. The
first one is concerning HIV/AIDS. In Taita Tavetahty, there are several areas that are
hot spots, starting from Mackinnon Road, Maungumiog to Voi and then Taveta. This
is because usually Taita men work in the towns eraswoman mentioned - women are
left alone in the rural areas to look for employtand funds. When the men come back
home, most of them are usually sick because ohtitespots. There should be a law that
obligates them to be tested, because when they bagiehome, they infect the women
and, eventually, the women leave the children leklai® orphans. The four hotspots of
Mackinnon Road, Maungu, Voi and Taveta are withirs tcounty and many of our
people have been infected and, therefore, affdntddiV/AIDS.

I would also like to talk about politics. Councifoand other people have spoken that we,
women, are suffering a lot. | do not know what nueas we should put in place so that
we get some civic education on leadership and ®tific the moment, the community
expects a lot from whoever vies for a seat, becouncillor or a Member of Parliament.
If it is a woman vying, the community expects herbie a saint, holier than Jesus; a
woman who is faultless. But looking at the othelesof the men, even the ones who are
known to have done this or that, they are all lab&eas saints. The worst bit is that it is
we, our fellow women - today we are crying in frarftthis Commission - who are our
own worst enemies. When a woman vies for a parldang or a civic seat, the first
guestion that she will be asked is; if we give yoa seat, what will you do for us? Does
she have anything to give us? Maybe the man hasthorg and they will even say this
openly; what does she have? But for men, that isasked. That is the thing that has
continued and that is why Mary said that unless ammwho are already in positions
change our thoughts and opinions, even our cryredftis Commission will be of no
help.

Another issue is that, the women who have joinelitig® — | am grateful that you
mentioned Mama Ndetei’s issue — if you come hetedmpolitics and you are given the
title of honourable or councillor, already the coomity turns against you. You are a
prostitute and you are not worth it. You are calknes. In Taita, they say that you are
sitting on the man and that is why you are vyingtfie seat. Because of that stigma, even
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my fellow women also incite and it looks like ittise truth. That is something that has
affected women in Taita.

Finally, I will touch on business. Commissioner$ien you are coming from Mombasa,
if you look at every business station and centyes, will find that most of the people
there are women, but there is something that iddmdn these businesses. Every item
that these women sell, for example, if this womas taken bananas from Taveta, when
you cross over, you pay for cess. Even when thefogbe Voi Market, they pay cess.
They also pay cess when they go to Mombasa. Begrideof the day, when they sell their
goods, they do not get any profit.

(Applause)

The same women — | do not have the statistics —ntarty Taita Taveta houses are
headed by women. Most of the homesteads are hégdedmen, and these women are
just business women and yet, it is the same busasethat are being overtaxed. By the
end of the day, the woman is depressed, she isluamng she does not have anyone to
turn to.

That is all | would like to speak about. | wouldvkasaid a lot, but since time has passed,
| respect that. We will speak in the public forumn the men to hear us too.

Thank you.
ThePresiding Chair (Commissioner Shava): Thank you very much.

Ms. Rebecca Mutuku: Thank you very much, our Commissioners and womewu Y
have really persevered and | know that two morgjeeaould like to speak, but we have
to release the Commissioners to go to the otherirfgearhey are already late, but we
thank them because they have sat with us and dédtém us. | would like to thank the
women for speaking about the women issues in themamity without fear. Continue
like that and we will win because we are leadersd @id not create us to be disabled in
the brain; we have brains, we have resources andillveontinue fighting for our rights
and we will win. We will join hands together.

I would like now to have one woman to stand uping gnd pray so that we can release
the Commissioners for the other meeting. But wessaand have tea and shows for the
women. We will continue to do that as the Commissis leave.

(The women sang a song and prayed)

(The Commission adjourned at 2.35 p.m.)
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