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Law School’s First Asynchronous Online Class

Barbara Swatt Engstrom and Kerry Fitz-Gerald taught the law
school’s first entirely asynchronous online course during the
summer session. The new class, Asynchronous Legal Research,
was substantively similar to the Legal Research Methods class
that is taught by the librarians each spring, but, because of its
online format, stylistically quite different. The course was
presented on the Angel course management platform offered
through SU’s instructional design department. In addition to
being vendor neutral (with respect to Westlaw and Lexis), the
platform allowed the inclusion of screen casts demonstrating
legal research tools. These screen casts, created using Captivate
software, are stand alone resources to which students may return
at any time for a refresher.

Although the course had no scheduled meeting times, students
were expected to meet mandatory weekly benchmarks. The
students (primarily in the evening program) appreciated the
flexibility of the self-paced format which allowed them to
integrate course work into their busy schedules. In addition to the
weekly benchmarks, the students were required to complete a
midterm and a final mastery evaluation. The mastery evaluations
were open-ended, real world scenarios requiring the students to
apply what they had learned during the course. The feedback
from the class has been very positive, and Barbara and Kerry
hope to make the class a regular summer offering.

CALI Presentation

In June, Kerry Fitz-Gerald co-presented with law school
instructional technologist Tyler Fox at the CALI conference in
Las Vegas. Their presentation, Pimp My Tutorial, addressed
ways in which the library and the technology department are
using Captivate software to create Flash based e-learning tools
that support faculty, staff and students. The well-received
program covered creation of tutorials ranging from simple how-
to demonstrations to branching simulations that allow users to
master skills through interactivity.

Day in the Life Winning Photos



During the month of February, members of the American
Association of Law Libraries (AALL) were asked to take
photographs for A Day in the Life of a Law Library Community
Photo Contest. 43 members from 34 different law libraries across
the country submitted more than 150 pictures. For the second
year in a row, the Seattle University Law Library placed with
three different pictures:

The Evening Reference Shift (featuring Reference Librarian Bob
Menanteaux and Library Assistant Kristen Fitzpatrick) placed
3rd in the category for Librarians as Expert Researchers.

Learning in the Virtual World (a screenshot from a lecture in
Second Life) placed 2nd in the category for Librarians as
Trailblazers in New Technology.



 

 

 

 

Contracts at Night (featuring Reference Librarian Tina Ching
and 1L Steven Coppess) won in two categories - 2nd in the
category for Librarians as Expert Researchers and 3rd in the
category for Overall Best Photo. 

AALL featured the contest winners and more photos in the July
2007 issue of AALL Spectrum and will additionally use these
photos in future AALL publications and brochures. All photos
submitted by the Seattle University Law Library were taken by
Charity Braceros (Circulation Assistant Supervisor) and Tina
Ching (Reference Librarian).

Welcome, Dominique!



Dominique Bourg recently joined the library as our
Administrative Assistant. Dominique is a 2006 Seattle University
graduate, summa cum laude, and was on the President’s List for
three years. Dominique also earned the LeRoux Award for her
leadership and commitment to the University’s mission of
service and justice. Before joining the library, Dominique worked
at Seattle Pro Musica, where she designed programs and edited
publications and press releases. She also worked at Seattle
University’s Writing Center, where she served as Writing Center
Coordinator. Dominique has already made significant
contributions to the work of the library. She redesigned our
materials, making them both sophisticated and snappy. She also
is the mastermind behind the now infamous library Life Savers.

New Westlaw Representative

Please welcome our new Westlaw representative Zach Gose.
Zach earned his B.A. summa cum laude at the University of
Buffalo in 2003 and a J.D. at the University of La Verne College
of Law in 2006. While he was at La Verne, Zach was on the
Dean’s List, a Merit Scholar and was the Vice President of SBA.
He did all of this while graduating near the top of his class. He
was also a Westlaw Student Representative.

 



Library Orientation for Law School Staff

On June 28, the law library hosted an orientation for law school
staff in the Courtroom. Kerry Fitz-Gerald gave a brief
demonstration on the library catalog, the research portal and
library databases. Library personnel were introduced and
information packets were handed out. Attendees were divided
into groups for library tours. Dessert was served.

Library Participates in National Exchange of
Duplicate Serials

In 2001, the law library began participating in the AALL
Exchange of Duplicates Program and we have been very
successful in replacing our missing law review and journal
issues. During the year, we keep a running list of missing issues
and also a list of the duplicate issues we have received and don't
need. In the spring, we begin to prepare for the exchange. In
May, each participating library sends a list of duplicate serial
titles to the exchange coordinator at Brigham Young University.
The lists are compiled into one master list and made available to
the participating libraries approximately two weeks prior to the
date of the exchange. On the designated date at exactly 9:00 a.m.
Pacific time, libraries can start requesting issues from each other.
Most requests are made via e-mail. Libraries are not allowed to
request items prior to the designated start time, ensuring all
participants a fair chance at getting the titles they need. This
year, 42 libraries participated and for us the exchange was very
successful; not only did we replace many of our missing issues,
but also we had many requests for our duplicates. Charlotte
Anderson and Donna Turner coordinate our participation in this
worthwhile program.



Library Publications

Kara Phillips has had a number of smaller articles published in
the first half of the year. Her article “Crafting Licensing
Provisions” was published in 18 Against the Grain at 57 (Dec.
2006-Jan. 2007). Against the Grain is a newsletter linking
publishers, vendors and librarians.

Kara and Acquisitions Technician, Charlotte Anderson published
“Legal Casebook Publishers” in 29 AALL Crivsheet at 12 (May
2007). Crivsheet is an insert of the monthly publication of the
American Association of Law Libraries, AALL Spectrum. The
article gives contact information for casebook publishers along
with hints for how professors can obtain courtesy copies. In
addition, Kara’s article “How to Set Up a Law Library: Solutions
for Solos and Small Firms” appeared in 33 ABA Law Practice
Magazine at 51 (Jan.-Feb. 2007).

12th Annual Bridge the Gap a Resounding Success

A joint production by law librarians from the Seattle University
Law Library and the University of Washington Gallagher Law
Library, Bridge the Gap is a program designed to give students a
refresher course on key research skills needed for summer legal
employment. This year marked the 12th annual Bridge the Legal
Research Gap program. As in previous years, the program was
presented twice in order to best accommodate the two law school
schedules. This year had almost 200 attendees from law schools
across the country. Subjects covered included Administrative
Law Research, Legal Research in the Real World, Legislative
History and Lawyers’ Practice Materials. Tina Ching, Bob
Menanteaux, Kerry Fitz-Gerald, and Barbara Swatt Engstrom
presented.

Conferences and Workshops

AALL 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) annual
meeting was held in New Orleans on July 14-18 with Kristin
Cheney, Tina Ching, Kelly Kunsch, Kent Milunovich and
Stephanie Wilson in attendance.

LLOPS Spring Workshop 
The Law Librarians of Puget Sound (LLOPS) held its spring
workshop on May 25 with Kristin Cheney, Stephanie Wilson and
Barbara Swatt Engstrom in attendance.



Summer In-House Training 
The Seattle University Law Library offered its fourth series of
"Collaborative Learning Workshops" this summer for library
employees. Library personnel with specific areas of expertise and
guest speakers gave presentations on a variety of topics
including: The Wikipedia Controversy, Copyright Issues in
Libraries, Public Libraries in Multicultural Communities, Kara
Phillips’ Sabbatical in China, and Washington and County Court
Records Online. Attendees found the workshops practical and
entertaining while providing an informal, learning environment
for all library personnel.

August 2007 Newsletter written by law library staff.
Questions? Comments? Please contact Editor Kent Milunovich
Web Administrator Greg Soejima
Photographer Charity Braceros

Copyright © 2007 Seattle University Law Library
Seattle, Wash. All rights reserved.
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Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice [edited
by] Gary L. Anderson and Kathryn G. Herr. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 2007 HM671.E53 2007

 

 

 

 

 

From the Publisher

Recent trends such as the globalization of commerce and
consumer values, the speed and personalization of
communication technologies, and an economic realignment of
industrial and information-based economies are often regarded as
negative. Yet there are many signs - from the WTO experience
in Seattle to the rise of global activism aimed at making
biotechnology accountable - that new forms of citizenship,
politics, and public engagement are emerging.

The Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice presents a
comprehensive overview of the field with topics of varying
dimensions, breadth, and length. This three-volume Encyclopedia
is designed for readers to understand the topics, concepts, and
ideas that motivate and shape the fields of activism, civil
engagement, and social justice as well as short biographies of the
major thinkers and leaders who have influenced and continue to
influence the study of activism.

The Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice offers
multidisciplinary perspectives with contributions from the fields
of education, communication studies, political science, leadership
studies, social work, social welfare, environmental studies, health
care, social psychology, and sociology. It provides an easily



recognizable approach to topics, ideas, persons, and concepts
based on chronology, alphabetical and biographical listings in
civil engagement, social justice, and activism.

About the Authors

Gary L. Anderson is a faculty member in the Department of
Administration, Leadership, and Technology in the Steinhardt
School of Education, New York University. He is a former
teacher and high school principal. He has written numerous
articles on Action Research. In recent publications, he has
explored applications of Critical and Postmodern Theory and
Critical Discourse Analysis to the field of Educational
Leadership.

Kathryn G. Herr is a faculty member in the College of Education
and Human Services at Montclair State University in Montclair,
New Jersey. She is co-author of the book Studying Your Own
School: An Educator’s Guide to Qualitative Practitioner
Research (Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 1994). She is also
Editor of the interdisciplinary journal Youth and Society. Her
professional background is in Social Work and Education.

 

Courts of Admiralty and the Common Law: Origins of
the American Experiment in Concurrent Jurisdiction by
Steven L. Snell. Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press,
2007 KF1112.S645 2007

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Publisher

Courts of Admiralty and the Common Law examines the origins



of American admiralty jurisdiction. Drawing from a vast array of
primary sources, ranging from Roman law to English records of
the medieval and early modern periods, the author traces the
development of English admiralty practice that provided the legal
heritage of the new American nation. In doing so it also sheds
fresh light on the origins of the federal judiciary, showing how
the debate over maritime jurisdiction was instrumental both in
shaping the language of Article III of the Constitution and later
in determining the structure of the federal courts in the Judiciary
Act of 1789.

When the first Congress incorporated concurrent state/federal
jurisdiction over several classes of maritime claims into the
Judiciary Act of 1789, the author argues, it had not created a
novel jurisdictional system, but merely had preserved the status
quo established long ago in the colonial era. As the original
reasons for granting concurrent jurisdiction unraveled, American
judges in the early nineteenth century sought to make
overlapping jurisdiction work in a changing world. Courts of
Admiralty and the Common Law concludes with an assessment of
whether concurrent state/federal maritime jurisdiction continues
to serve a practical purpose in the twenty-first century,
examining how tensions between conflicting state and federal
substantive rules may serve the greater interests of federalism
and commerce.

About the Author

After completing studies in Greco-Roman history at Johns
Hopkins University, Steven L. Snell subsequently received the
degree of Juris Doctor from Northwestern University School of
Law and the degrees of Master of Laws and Doctor of Juridical
Science from New York University School of Law. A member of
the bar of the state of New York, he presently serves as the co-
chairman of the International Transportation Committee of the
American Bar Association’s Section of International Law.

 

Broken Trust: Greed, Mismanagement, and Political
Manipulation at America’s Largest Charitable Trust by
Samuel P. King and Randall W. Roth. Honolulu: University
of Hawai’i Press, 2006 KF228.K36K56 2006

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

From the Publisher

Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop was the largest landowner and
richest woman in the Hawaiian kingdom. Upon her death in
1884, she entrusted her property--known as Bishop Estate--to
five trustees in order to create and maintain an institution that
would benefit the children of Hawai‘i: Kamehameha Schools. A
century later, Bishop Estate controlled nearly one out of every
nine acres in the state, a concentration of private land ownership
rarely seen anywhere in the world. Then in August 1997 the
unthinkable happened: Four revered kupuna (native Hawaiian
elders) and a professor of trust-law publicly charged Bishop
Estate trustees with gross incompetence and massive trust abuse.
Entitled “Broken Trust,” the statement provided devastating
details of rigged appointments, violated trusts, cynical
manipulation of the trust’s beneficiaries, and the shameful
involvement of many of Hawai‘i’s powerful.

No one is better qualified to examine the events and personalities
surrounding the scandal than two of the original “Broken Trust”
authors. Their comprehensive account together with historical
background, brings to light information that has never before
been made public, including accounts of secret meetings and
communications involving Supreme Court justices.

Broken Trust is the winner of the Samuel M. Kamakau Award
for Hawai‘i Book of the Year, 2007 Ka Palapala Po‘okela Book
Awards.

About the Authors

Samuel P. King is Senior U.S. District Judge, District of Hawai‘i,
appointed in 1972, following eleven years as a Hawai‘i State



Circuit Court judge. Randall W. Roth is professor of law at the
University of Hawai‘i.
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